Study Guide on Judges 7:2-4, 13-15; 8:22-25

New Revised Standard Version

Assign each person in the class one or more verses to study.
Each person should answer these two questions on their assigned verse.
1. What does this verse say?
2. What does this verse mean to me?
3. Discuss your answers with the class.

Judges 7:2-4

(Judges 7:2) The LORD said to Gideon, “The troops with you are too many for
me to give the Midianites into their hand. Israel would only take the credit away
from me, saying, ‘My own hand has delivered me.’

(Judges 7:3) Now therefore proclaim this in the hearing of the troops, ‘Whoever
is fearful and trembling, let him return home.” Thus Gideon sifted them out;
twenty-two thousand returned, and ten thousand remained.

(Judges 7:4) Then the LORD said to Gideon, “The troops are still too many; take
them down to the water and I will sift them out for you there. When I say, ‘This
one shall go with you,’ he shall go with you; and when I say, ‘This one shall not go
with you,” he shall not go.”

Judges 7:13-15

(Judges 7:13) When Gideon arrived, there was a man telling a dream to his
comrade; and he said, “I had a dream, and in it a cake of barley bread tumbled
into the camp of Midian, and came to the tent, and struck it so that it fell; it
turned upside down, and the tent collapsed.”

(Judges 7:14) And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of
Gideon son of Joash, a man of Israel; into his hand God has given Midian and all
the army.”

(Judges 7:15) When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation,
he worshiped; and he returned to the camp of Israel, and said, “Get up; for the
LORD has given the army of Midian into your hand.”

Judges 8:22-25

(Judges 8:22) Then the Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son
and your grandson also; for you have delivered us out of the hand of Midian.”

(Judges 8:23) Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not
rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.”



(Judges 8:24) Then Gideon said to them, “Let me make a request of you; each of
you give me an earring he has taken as booty.” (For the enemy had golden
earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.)

(Judges 8:25) “We will willingly give them,” they answered. So they spread a
garment, and each threw into it an earring he had taken as booty.

Write the verse or verses you have been assigned in the space below:



Answer These Questions for Class Discussion or Study

1. What does the verse say?
2. What does the verse mean to me?

Submit your comments, ideas, suggestions, and thoughts on this lesson at the
Bible Lesson Forum at http://biblelessonforum.com/.
Read the International Bible Lessons at http://internationalbiblelessons.org.
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