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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to send 
the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further study 
in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for Thinking 
Further below are not actually intended to be the answers to the discussion questions. 
These indeed are “hints” a teacher may use to help students think through and discuss 
the questions in class. 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. When should a person repent of their sins and place their faith in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior? 
 
The acceptable time is when they first hear the good news about Jesus Christ; that is the 
day of salvation for them. 
 
2. List some of the afflictions, hardships, and calamities the Paul suffered as 
an apostle. 
 
Beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, and hunger. 
 
3. What character traits did Paul develop through his sufferings or in spite 
of his sufferings? How did he develop them? 
 
Purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, 
weapons of righteousness. He developed them through the power of God and the gospel 
of Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit worked within him. 
 
4. As an apostle, how was Paul sometimes misrepresented or mistreated? 
 
Paul was sometimes dishonored by his enemies and those in the church who should 
have loved him and not believed the lies told about him because they knew him. He was 
sometimes accused of being an imposter or a false apostle who was intent on defrauding 
them and misleading them. 
 
5. Because Christians have the promises of God in Christ and the Bible, 
what does Paul say they should do? 
 
Cleanse themselves from every defilement of body and spirit; make holiness perfect in 
(reverence for) and the fear of God. 
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