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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to send 
the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further study 
in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for Thinking 
Further below are not actually intended to be the answers to the discussion questions. 
These indeed are “hints” a teacher may use to help students think through and discuss 
the questions in class. 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. While Jeremiah remained in prison, how did God continue to encourage 
him? 
 
God encouraged Jeremiah by continuing to speak to him and telling him to remember 
His power and character and that he could call upon Him and He would answer him. 
God promised that He would rebuild Jerusalem. The New American Standard Bible 
reads: “Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them; and I will 
reveal to them an abundance of peace and truth” (Jeremiah 33:6). God would remove 
the false prophets who lied to everyone about God, and God would bring peace and truth 
to His people once again. God continued to encourage Jeremiah with the truth. 
 
2. How does God encourage you when you face troubles and you do not 
know the future? 
 
God speaks to me to in the Bible, the truth of God written. The Holy Spirit within 
comforts me and gives me peace. I find encouragement in the study of the Bible and in 
the public and private worship of God. I know that Jesus Christ came, lived, died, and 
rose again to graciously forgive me for my sins, cleanse me, and empower me to trust in 
Him no matter what happens in this life. Of course, we can all give many more answers 
to this question. 
 
3. Why did God hide His face from the people in Jerusalem? Do you think 
He will do the same thing today in cities around the world for the same 
reason? 
 
God hid His face because of all their wickedness. God would not look upon them and 
watch them sinning for their sins disgusted Him: “And the nations shall know that the 
house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because they dealt treacherously 
with me. So I hid my face from them and gave them into the hand of their adversaries, 
and they all fell by the sword” (Ezekiel 39:23).  
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For good reasons, God hid His face from many different cities and idolatrous people in 
the Old Testament, and God has not changed the moral law or ceased being our holy and 
just God. God promised to punish the Babylonians and Israel’s neighbors for their sins, 
and He did. Forgiveness and reconciliation is still possible for all who repent and trust 
in Jesus Christ: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 
13:8).  
 
4. In spite of their wickedness, what did God say He would do with the 
people? 
 
After He had punished them sufficiently (and had sent prophets such as Ezekiel and 
Daniel to Babylon to help them), He would heal them, return them to their land, give 
them prosperity and security, peace and truth, rebuild them as they were at first, and 
forgive and cleanse them from their guilt of sin and rebellion against Him. 
 
5. Read Jeremiah 33:11 again. The New Testament teaches that the Church 
is the Bride of Christ (Revelation 19:7, Revelation 21:9, and Revelation 
22:17). Compare what you have read to Christian worship today. What parts 
of Jeremiah 33:11 do you enjoy in a service of worship? What parts would 
you like to do more when you worship God? What does Jeremiah 33:11 
teach you about how you can worship God every day even by yourself? What 
promise did God give Jeremiah for the people and how does it compare to 
some of the promises of Jesus to you? 
 
The number 5 question is optional because it is a longer series of questions that may 
have different answers in different churches and locations. 
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