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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion 
by asking some or all of the Questions for Discussion 
and Thinking Further below. Others may want to send 
the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with 
their students for further study in the coming week to 
encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for 
Thinking Further below are not actually intended to be the 
answers to the discussion questions. These indeed are 
“hints” a teacher may use to help students think through 
and discuss the questions in class. 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. Why do you think God gave boundaries to the 12 
tribes of Israel? 
 
God wanted to help the 12 tribes learn to cooperate with 
each other across their tribal boundaries and also make it 
easier for each of the 12 tribes to govern the people within 
their boundaries. It is a responsibility of families to govern 
their own families, and it was the responsibility of the 
tribes to govern their own tribes – all according to the 
revealed laws of God given by Moses and interpreted by 
the prophets of God. 
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2. Since the Israelites often did not do what God 
told them to do, why do you think God included 
sins of omission in the Bible? 
 
To show us how seriously God takes sins of omission and 
the lasting consequences that sins of omission can have for 
our descendants. 
 
3. Why do you think Ezekiel’s vision from God 
included such detailed instructions for building a 
new temple and dividing the land? 
 
God gave detailed directions because God expects us to 
obey Him to the smallest details, and doing so will bring 
the greatest blessing to others, us, and our descendants. 
 
4. What is the difference between a foreigner in 
Israel and an alien in Israel? 
 
See Ezekiel 44:4-14. Foreigners were uncircumcised in 
heart and flesh and they refused to submit to the LORD 
and His laws. The Jews were not to let them lead them 
away from God or bring their idol worship into the temple 
as they had done in the past. Aliens were considered equal 
to natural born Israelites because they had repented of 
their idol worship, their sins, and they had submitted their 
lives and future to the LORD and the laws of God and His 
government (kingd0m). 
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5. Why do you think it was difficult for the Jews in 
the early church to treat the Gentiles in the early 
church with Christian respect and equality? 
 
Racism was a part of everyone’s world, with Greeks 
showing racial prejudice against non-Greeks and Jews 
showing racial prejudice against non-Jews. A common 
faith in Jesus Christ and the preaching of the gospel as 
Paul preached overcame much of this prejudice among 
Jews and Gentiles, and today Jesus Christ still brings 
people of different racial backgrounds together as they 
share a common biblical faith in Jesus and the gospel in 
obedience to Him. 
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