
 
 

Love Motivates Christians to Give 
August 12, 2018 

2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to 

what one has, not according to what one does not have” (2 Corinthians 

8:12). 

 Many Christians wish they could do more for the Lord. Each day their 

appreciation for all God has done and continues to do for them increases; thus, 

they want to do more to express their love for God. By the grace of God, our 

relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ does not require us to give a 

specific amount of money, walk a certain distance each day, or do a good turn 

daily to receive the gift of eternal life. If God required us to do any or all of these 

things to have a good relationship with Him, many people would be excluded 

from the kingdom of God for their inability to do them. Jesus requires His 

faithful followers to love God and their neighbors, which anyone can do with the 

resources and power that Jesus gives them; moreover, He does not require any 

of His followers to do anything they are unable to do with His loving help. Paul 

asked the Corinthian Christians to give financially to help those in need, but he 

did not specify an amount that each should give, for that would have put an 

unfair and unchristian burden on some of the poor in the church. Instead, those 

with money would give what they had prayerfully determined was the will of 

God for them to give. Because some Christians were too poor to give financially, 

Paul wrote that God accepted their willingness to give money as though they had 

given money. God enjoys fellowship with all who love Him and according to 

their ability want to help others.    

  



 
Thinking Further 

1. What did Paul say the Corinthians excelled in? What did he say he wanted 

them to excel in? 

 

 

2. What did Paul want Titus to do when he visited the church in Corinth? See 2 

Corinthians 7:6; 7:13-14; 8:6; 8:16-10. 

 

 

3. Rather than command the Corinthians to go, for what reason did Paul want 

the them to give? 

 

 

4. What makes a gift acceptable? 

 

 

5. What did Paul say Jesus Christ had done for them? Why did he remind them 
of what Jesus Christ had done for them? 

 

 

 

Begin or close your class by reading the short weekly International Bible Lesson. 

Read the International Bible Lessons Commentary on this International Bible Lesson. 

Visit the International Bible Lessons Forum for Teachers and Students. 
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