
Study Guide on Ruth 4:1-10 
New Revised Standard Version 

 
Assign each person in the class one or more verses to study. 

Each person should answer these two questions on their assigned verse. 
1. What does this verse say? 

2. What does this verse mean to me? 
3. Discuss your answers with the class. 

 
Ruth 4:1-10 

 
(Ruth 4:1)  No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the 
next-of-kin, of whom Boaz had spoken, came passing by. So Boaz said, “Come 
over, friend; sit down here.” And he went over and sat down. 
 
(Ruth 4:2)  Then Boaz took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit down 
here”; so they sat down. 
 
(Ruth 4:3)  He then said to the next-of-kin, “Naomi, who has come back from the 
country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman 
Elimelech. 
 
(Ruth 4:4)  So I thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the presence of 
those sitting here, and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will 
redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I may know; for there is 
no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come after you.” So he said, “I will redeem 
it.” 
 
(Ruth 4:5)  Then Boaz said, “The day you acquire the field from the hand of 
Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, to 
maintain the dead man's name on his inheritance.” 
 
(Ruth 4:6)  At this, the next-of-kin said, “I cannot redeem it for myself without 
damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for I cannot 
redeem it.” 
 
(Ruth 4:7)  Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning 
redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one took off a sandal 
and gave it to the other; this was the manner of attesting in Israel. 
 
(Ruth 4:8)  So when the next-of-kin said to Boaz, “Acquire it for yourself,” he 
took off his sandal. 
 
(Ruth 4:9)  Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “Today you are 
witnesses that I have acquired from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to 
Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 
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(Ruth 4:10)  I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my 
wife, to maintain the dead man's name on his inheritance, in order that the name 
of the dead may not be cut off from his kindred and from the gate of his native 
place; today you are witnesses.” 
 
 
Write the verse or verses you have been assigned in the space below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Answer These Questions for Class Discussion or Study 

 
1. What does the verse say? 

2. What does the verse mean to me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submit your comments, ideas, suggestions, and thoughts on this lesson at the 
Bible Lesson Forum at http://biblelessonforum.com/.  
Read the International Bible Lessons at http://internationalbiblelessons.org.  
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