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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday 
School Series) for Sunday, March 25, 2012, was 
from John 3:11-21 [See April 9, 2017 for John 
3:1-16]. Five Questions for Discussion and 
Thinking Further follow the verse by verse 
International Bible Lessons Commentary below. The 
Study Hints for Thinking Further, which are also 
available on the Bible Lesson Forum, will aid teachers 
in class preparation and in conducting class 
discussion. For additional International Bible 
Lesson Commentaries, see the complete and 
comprehensive International Bible Lessons 
Commentary Index. The weekly International Bible 
Lesson is posted each Saturday before the lesson is 
scheduled to be taught at 
http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in The 
Oklahoman newspaper. 
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(John 3:17)  Indeed, God did not send the Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through 

him. 

God’s purpose in sending Jesus, His Son, was to save 

the world through faith in Jesus, the Messiah and 

Savior that God promised to send when He inspired 

the prophets of the Old Testament times. Just as those 

bitten by the serpents in the wilderness could only be 

saved by looking at the serpent on the pole that God 

told Moses to create, so God provided Jesus as the 

way to be saved from sin and death. Jesus came to 

save and not condemn, but His solemn warnings to 

unbelievers and those who sought to murder Him may 

sound like condemnations, especially to unbelievers. 

(John 3:18)  Those who believe in him are not 

condemned; but those who do not believe are 

condemned already, because they have not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

In this verse, Jesus once again claimed to be “the only 

Son of God.” Jesus came and taught, and Jesus sent 

out disciples to teach about Him and the meaning of 

His coming, so people would believe and not be 

condemned. Some who heard the truth about Jesus 

(from His very own lips or from His disciples) refused 

to believe, and Jesus said they were “condemned 

already” (even prior to the coming Day of Judgment), 
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because they refused to believe in Jesus “the name of 

the only Son of God,” Whom the Father gave so the 

world might be saved through Him.  Perhaps this 

solemn truth influenced Nicodemus when he came to 

believe in Jesus. Even today, the followers of Jesus 

Christ seek to teach the truth about Him that many 

might believe, be saved, and not be condemned: “But 

how are they to call on one in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom 

they have never heard? And how are they to hear 

without someone to proclaim him?” (Romans 10:14).  

(John 3:19)  And this is the judgment, that the 

light has come into the world, and people 

loved darkness rather than light because their 

deeds were evil. 

Some people have committed themselves to doing evil 

(we too often read or hear about them), to rejecting 

God and God’s ways, to denying the existence of God. 

Jesus said that these people love the darkness because 

their deeds are evil (at one time most people wanted 

to hide their evil deeds by doing them in the dark). 

Today, in some contemporary cultures, some people 

do their evil deeds in the light and even post them 

through various media for many to see, but they are 

living in the spiritual darkness they prefer because 

their deeds are evil. Jesus is the light of the world, the 

truth of God for people to truly live by if they want 

true blessedness and happiness. The judgment is that 
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some people reject Jesus and the light He gives 

because they prefer their godless thinking and way of 

living. 

(John 3:20)  For all who do evil hate the light 

and do not come to the light, so that their 

deeds may not be exposed. 

Those who do evil are not neutral toward the light (or 

truth) or neutral toward Jesus. They do not just ignore 

God and Jesus and the teachings of Jesus; rather, they 

hate the light of God, do not come to the light of God, 

and they hate the light and those who represent the 

truth of God. They often express their hatred by 

fighting against the light (the truth) of God and those 

who want to share the light (the truth) of God with 

others that they might be encouraged or come to 

believe in God the Father and His only Son. Those 

who did evil crucified Jesus, Who did expose some of 

their deeds (He cleansed the temple for example and 

defeated their arguments in discussion). Those who 

do evil today will persecute Christians wherever they 

have the opportunity. 

(John 3:21)  But those who do what is true 

come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 

that their deeds have been done in God. 

One way to describe true Christians or true followers 

of Jesus Christ is with these words: “those who do 
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what is true.” The followers of Jesus Christ go to Him 

for daily guidance and understanding of the Bible so 

they can do what is true in all situations throughout 

life. They want to live consistently with the teachings 

of the Word of God made flesh, Jesus, and the Word 

of God written, the Bible. Those walking in the light 

will see clearly when they and others do deeds that 

God has influenced and empowered them to do. 

Remember, Nicodemus came to Jesus by night; Jesus 

wanted Nicodemus to do what is right and true and 

come into the light, to come to Him in the light and 

not just at night. Nicodemus did so when he helped 

with the burial of Jesus in the light, and perhaps at 

other times before Jesus’ death and burial. 

Questions for Discussion  

and Thinking Further 

 

1. What types of things could or would Jesus have 

seen that He could testify to having seen (give 

evidence to having seen) that He knew the religious 

leaders and probably many people would not receive? 

 

2. Explain what Jesus meant when He said the Son of 

Man had descended from heaven? 
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3. Why do you think Jesus compared the serpent that 

Moses lifted up to the Son of Man being lifted up? 

 

4. How can a person have eternal life? What does 

having eternal life mean to you? 

 

5. Why do you think some people think Jesus Christ 

came to condemn the world rather that save the 

world? 

 
 
Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on 
the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your 
class by reading the short weekly International Bible 
Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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