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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday School Series) for 
Sunday, April 1, 2012, is from John 18:28-37. Five Questions for 
Discussion and Thinking Further follow the verse by verse International 
Bible Lessons Commentary below. The Study Hints for Thinking Further, 
which are also available on the Bible Lesson Forum, will aid teachers in class 
preparation and in conducting class discussion. For additional International 
Bible Lesson Commentaries, see the complete and comprehensive 
International Bible Lessons Commentary Index. The weekly International Bible 
Lesson is posted each Saturday before the lesson is scheduled to be taught at 
http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in The Oklahoman newspaper. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 

John 18:28-37 
 
(John 18:28)  Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s 
headquarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did not 
enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able 
to eat the Passover. 
 
The religious leaders of the Jews ordered the temple guards to arrest Jesus by 
night, preferring darkness because their deeds were evil and fearing the crowds. 
After a trial before their chief priest, they took Jesus to Pilate early in the 
morning so Pilate could sentence Jesus to death. They plotted the murder of 
Jesus, an innocent man, for several months before arresting Jesus. From their 
place of responsibility, Jesus’ death was premeditated murder. These leaders 
consistently showed more concern for keeping their ceremonial laws of ritual 
purification than for honesty, love, truth, mercy, and justice. Perhaps they 
thought that God would forgive them for anything as long as they performed the 
rituals they believed He required of them in order to receive His forgiveness. 
 
(John 18:29)  So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation 
do you bring against this man?” 
 
Pilate appeared to act the part of a competent and just Roman ruler, who 
respected the religious rituals of the Jewish leaders when it was politically 
convenient. To accommodate their religious sensitivities, he went outside of his 
headquarters to speak to them and hear their accusations against Jesus. He 
certainly did not want any riots while he was the governor. The Jews thought they 
could stay right with God through ritualistic practices and worship, even if they 
murdered an innocent man using Roman legal procedures. 
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(John 18:30)  They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we 
would not have handed him over to you.” 
 
These Jewish leaders had already tried and convicted Jesus by using witnesses 
who contradicted themselves and gave false evidence, so they told Pilate they 
were bringing a criminal to him. They accused Jesus of blasphemy, because He 
made himself equal to God by claiming to be the Son of God. Because Jesus was 
the Son of God, He did not commit blasphemy or any other crime or sin when He 
claimed to be the Son of God. These leaders did not investigate the truth of Jesus’ 
claims about himself, but rejected Him as a threat to their power as religious 
leaders. A few religious leaders, such as Nicodemus who came to Jesus at night, 
did investigate Jesus’ claims, came to see that He was the Son of God, and 
believed in Him.  
 
(John 18:31)  Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him 
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to 
put anyone to death.” 
 
Jesus demonstrated that He was a man of love, peace, justice, and mercy (He 
could have called down thousands of angels to rescue Him by force). He told His 
disciples the night of His arrest, “Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 
and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 
26:53). However, because He told the truth about the false religious ideas and 
behavior of a corrupted religious leadership, they wanted Him killed and they 
showed no mercy. Jesus threatened their respected position over the people, and 
He sought to restore true faith and true worship of God the Father. 
 
(John 18:32)  (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
 
The Jewish leaders would murder whomever they chose when they felt they could 
do so without reprisals. They stoned Stephen to death of their own accord 
without Roman permission or legalities, because that was a prescribed Old 
Testament method of exercising capital punishment (Acts 7:59). They wanted the 
Romans to crucify Jesus because death by crucifixion was degrading, painful, and 
sometimes a long process involving much suffering. Jesus foretold that this 
would be His way of death on several occasions. 
 
(John 18:33)  Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned 
Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
 
Pilate went back into his headquarters and brought Jesus in for His trial, where 
he would have more quiet to question Jesus and hear His answers. This enabled 
Pilate to hear something of the gospel of Jesus Christ from Jesus himself. Since 
John accompanied Jesus to His trial before the religious leaders and to His 
crucifixion with Jesus’ mother, most likely he accompanied Jesus to His trial 
before Pilate and heard Pilate’s questions and Jesus’ answers for later recording 
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in his gospel as the Holy Spirit led him. The Holy Spirit would also have aided 
John’s memory when it was time for him to write. Pilate’s question relates to 
whether or not Jesus was the long-expected Messiah or King of the Jews. If Jesus 
had said “Yes” directly, this would have had political implications for Pilate 
because the Jews expected the Messiah to free them from oppressive Roman rule. 
Jesus could explain to Pilate the type of King that He was, a King who was no 
direct threat to Roman rule; and thus, relieve Pilate of the duty of punishing Him. 
 
(John 18:34)  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?” 
 
Jesus talked reasonably to Pilate, and convinced Pilate that He was not an 
irrational fanatic. Jesus showed respect for Pilate as a person and Roman 
governor. Jesus knew that Pilate was not plotting His death, but He also knew 
that Pilate would condemn Him to die on a cross. Jesus was not trying to talk 
himself out of crucifixion, but He was concerned that Pilate learn the truth 
(which might be of spiritual benefit to him later). Jesus told Pilate enough truth 
for Pilate to make a just and courageous decision in Jesus’ case, which Pilate 
eventually refused to do for fear of the Jewish leaders who could start a riot and 
harm his political position with the Emperor of Rome. Jesus’ question was 
designed to advance His dialogue with Pilate, for Jesus already knew what Pilate 
would answer Him and do. Jesus knew and foretold that He must die on a cross 
for the sins of the world, to save all who would believe in Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
(John 18:35)  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 
done?” 
 
Pilate answered that because he was not a Jew he did not expect a Messiah nor 
would he acknowledge a Jewish king politically. He would be concerned if a 
Jewish king threatened Roman rule or the peace of Jerusalem, for which he was 
politically responsible. Yet, Pilate did want to know from Jesus’ testimony as part 
of the trial why the Jewish leaders wanted Jesus crucified. He wanted to know if 
Jesus really deserved the death penalty. 
 
(John 18:36)  Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If 
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom 
is not from here.” 
 
Using a rational defense, Jesus told Pilate that His kingdom was not physical or 
political. He did not seek to compete with any other human king or nation. His 
kingdom was a spiritual kingdom; therefore, His followers would not use physical 
force and fight for Him. His kingdom was totally different from a “this world” 
kingdom. Pilate did not see from Jesus what he would have expected to hear and 
see from a person who wanted to be a ruler in this world. 
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(John 18:37)  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” 
 
Pilate understood from Jesus’ answer that Jesus claimed to be a king, but not like 
any king of this world. Jesus claimed to be a king of a different realm, a spiritual 
realm. Jesus told Pilate that He “came into the world.” He came into the world 
with a plan and a purpose. He came to tell people the truth, the truth that He 
knew about from having been (and still being) a king in His spiritual kingdom. 
He came from heaven to earth to bring truth into the world. No mere human 
being can choose to come into the world as Jesus came, by personal choice before 
they are born. Jesus came to tell the truth and He always told the truth. No one 
has ever convincingly refuted anything Jesus ever said as recorded in the Bible. 
He told the truth to the religious leaders and He told the truth to Pilate. He told 
Pilate that if he, Pilate, belonged to the truth that he would listen to what Jesus 
said, believe His teachings, and obey Him: “Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” If anyone belongs to the truth today, they will listen to Jesus 
and obey Jesus as King, the King whose kingdom is not of this world. 
 
 

Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. What is a ritual? Why are the performance of rituals important to some people? 
What is ritual defilement? 
 
2.  What do you think Pilate might have assumed were the objectives of a King of 
the Jews or the King of the Jews? Why might these objectives concern him? 
 
3. Why do you think Jesus did not give Pilate simple “Yes” or “No” answers to his 
interrogation? 
 
4. Read John 18:37 again. Why did Jesus come into the world? Do you often hear 
this reason given when people talk about why He was born? 
 
5. What kind of person listen’s to Jesus? When Jesus spoke to Pilate, what did He 
mean by “listen”? According to Jesus, what kind of person refuses to listen to 
Him? 
 
 
Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your class by reading the short 
weekly International Bible Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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