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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday School Lessons Series) for 
Sunday, May 20, 2012, is from John 11:17-27, 32-36. Questions for 
Discussion and Thinking Further follow the verse by verse International 
Bible Lessons Commentary below. Study Hints for Thinking Further 
discuss the five questions below to help with class preparation and in conducting 
class discussion. For additional International Bible Lesson Commentaries, 
see the complete and comprehensive International Bible Lessons Commentary 
Index. The weekly International Bible Lesson is posted each Saturday before the 
lesson is scheduled to be taught at http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in 
The Oklahoman newspaper. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 
John 11:17-27 

 
(John 11:17)  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb four days. 
 
Because Lazarus was sick, his family sent for Jesus to come to heal him. He could 
have healed Lazarus from a distance, as He had healed others; instead, Jesus 
waited until Lazarus had died before returning to Bethany (John 11:1-6; Luke 7:1-
10). To teach His disciples and others that He was the resurrection and the life, 
Jesus wanted to raise Lazarus from the dead in their presence. Jesus planned His 
arrival time, and Lazarus had definitely died when Jesus arrived outside Bethany. 
 
(John 11:18)  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
 
In order to distinguish this Bethany from the Bethany were John the Baptist had 
preached and baptized Jesus and others, John identified this Bethany as being 
about 2 miles from Jerusalem. A Sabbath day’s journey was about 1 mile; 
therefore, someone could not travel to and from Bethany and Jerusalem on the 
Sabbath. Jesus ascended into heaven from Bethany (Luke 24:48-53). 
 
(John 11:19)  and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. 
 
Jesus was a dear friend of Lazarus and his family. Jesus sometimes taught and 
dined in the home of Mary and Martha. Their home was large enough for many to 
gather to hear Jesus teach. Their family was influential, and many Jews came to 
console Lazarus’ sisters, some coming even from Jerusalem, for some returned to 
report to Jesus’ good deed to the Pharisees and chief priests (John 11:45-47). 
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(John 11:20)  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
 
When Martha and Mary learned that Jesus was just outside the town, Martha left 
their guests and went to see Jesus. Martha was the sister who provided food and 
hospitality when Jesus taught in her home. Martha was the one who asked Jesus 
to tell her sister, Mary, to help her serve their guests (Luke 10:38-42). After Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead, and about six days before Jesus’ last Passover 
celebration, Jesus returned to Lazarus’ home where Martha served His followers 
(including Lazarus ) dinner and Mary washed His feet (John 12:1-3). 
 
(John 11:21)  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 
 
We can imagine Martha and Mary and their family and friends saying, “If only 
Jesus had been here,” over and over again to each other as they mourned 
Lazarus’ death, because Mary used the same words when she met Jesus (John 
11:32). So they would not worry, perhaps they had also encouraged Lazarus and 
one another that Jesus would come and heal him before Lazarus died. 
 
(John 11:22)  But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 
 
Martha went directly to Jesus before He arrived at her home, because she knew 
that even though Jesus had gotten to them after Lazarus had died that He could 
still do something. She knew that Jesus was a man of prayer and He could ask 
God for anything and God always answered Jesus’ prayers. She expressed her 
complete trust in Jesus with her words. 
 
(John 11:23)  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 
Jesus’ words have at least two meanings. Jesus knew that Lazarus would rise 
again that very hour. He would heal Lazarus’ dead body and return Lazarus to his 
body that very day. But Jesus also wanted to make this a teaching time for His 
disciples, Martha, Mary, their family, friends, and all who would believe in Him 
(John 11:11-16). 
 
(John 11:24)  Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 
 
Jesus led Martha to express her faith in the resurrection of the dead. On the last 
day, the dead will rise again. This truth is an essential teaching of the Bible. 
However, Martha wanted more than the assurance of this truth from Jesus. She 
wanted Jesus to ask God to raise Lazarus now, but she did not say that directly. 
 
(John 11:25)  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
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Jesus told Martha that He did not need to pray to have the power to raise Lazarus 
from the dead, because He himself was “the resurrection and the life.” He himself 
could do what she wanted in the situation. “I am” is another name for God, the 
name God gave Moses, and the name Jesus used of himself, especially in the 
Gospel of John. This is another one of the “I am” sayings of Jesus, where He calls 
himself God and claims to have the power of God to sustain life and raise life 
from the dead. Jesus did pray at the tomb, but for a reason different from what 
Martha said to Jesus in John 11:22. At the tomb of Lazarus, “They took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard 
me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me’” (John 11:41-42).   
 
(John 11:26)  and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 
 
Jesus told Martha (and all believers) that He is the one to believe in, because He 
is God, the Son of God. People will die. If they die before Jesus returns, those who 
believe in Jesus will live (in heaven) and rise again and live on Earth. If we live 
“in Jesus,” if we believe “in Jesus,” then we will never die spiritually. We may 
leave our body behind when our body dies, but we will go to heaven and not die. 
 
(John 11:27)  She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 
Martha affirmed her faith that she believed what Jesus said and she believed in 
Jesus. She called Jesus “Lord.” She declared that He was the “Messiah” they all 
expected to come someday. She declared Him to be the “Son of God,” as Jesus 
had told Nicodemus (John 3:16-18). She believed that Jesus had come from His 
kingdom in heaven into the world that He created. 
 

John 11:32-36 
 
(John 11:32)  When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 
 
Mary came to Jesus and Martha. She told Jesus what Martha had told Jesus. She 
too expressed her faith that Jesus had the power to heal her brother, but like 
Martha confined Jesus’ ability to heal to His actual physical presence with them – 
this would be natural and logical to conclude. Mary went with Martha to see 
Jesus after Martha told her that Jesus wanted her to come. Martha called Jesus, 
“the Teacher” (11:28). 
 
(John 11:33)  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 
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Some scholars teach that Jesus was angry at death and the sorrow death brings, 
but He was not angry with himself as the Creator and the Giver of life. Jesus’ 
humanity moved Him to feel deeply the sorrow that humans feel when facing 
death.  Jesus knows exactly, from personal human experience, the feelings 
humans have when death separates them from a loved one. 
 
(John 11:34)  He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 
 
Jesus knew where Lazarus lay in the tomb, but with all the weeping Jews present, 
He was not going to walk directly to the tomb and leave them wondering how He 
knew where Lazarus was buried. No, having just arrived, Jesus asked a perfectly 
natural, human question that anyone would have asked in this situation.  
 
(John 11:35)  Jesus began to weep. 
 
Jesus was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; among other verses, John 
11:35 supports this prophecy from Isaiah (see Isaiah 53:3). John shows Jesus 
loved Lazarus and He wept that the one He loved needed to go through the 
process of dying to go to heaven, a kingdom not of this world. He wept for those 
who had suffered separation from Lazarus because of his death. Paul wrote, 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15). 
Perhaps Jesus wept because He knew that to glorify God and answer the prayers 
of Martha and Mary He would need to bring Lazarus back from the glories of 
heaven and return him to Earth where he would die once again (we do not learn 
when Lazarus died again, but the enemies of Jesus plotted his death: John 12:10). 
 
(John 11:36)  So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
 
Jesus loved Lazarus (John 11:3). Jesus loved Martha and Mary (John 11:5). He 
loved them and wept over their suffering, but He also knew that by their suffering 
and Lazarus’ death, God and the Son of God would be glorified (John 11:4). If we 
and those we love must suffer and die in this world, we can pray that God our 
Father and Jesus, the Son of God, will be glorified because of or in spite of our 
suffering and death. Jesus loves us even as He loved Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, 
and He will do what is best for us and all those concerned. 
 
 

Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. Why might God sometimes choose to delay in giving us what we want? 
 
2. Why do you think people of all economic conditions and stations in life 
followed Jesus? 
 
3. What truths about Jesus did Martha confess to Jesus? Do you believe these? 
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4. Why is it important to believe that those who die “will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day”? 
 
5. Why do you think Jesus wept? Is weeping a sign of lack of faith? 
 
Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your class by reading the short 
weekly International Bible Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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