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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday School Lessons Series) for 
Sunday, June 10, 2012, is from Leviticus 19:9-18, 33-37. Questions for 
Discussion and Thinking Further follow the verse-by-verse International 
Bible Lessons Commentary (formerly, Bible Lesson Forum) below. Study Hints 
for Thinking Further discuss the five questions below to help with class 
preparation and in conducting class discussion; these hints are available on the 
International Bible Lessons Commentary website. For additional International 
Bible Lesson Commentaries, see the complete and comprehensive 
International Bible Lessons Commentary Index. The weekly International Bible 
Lesson is posted each Saturday before the lesson is scheduled to be taught at 
http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in The Oklahoman newspaper. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 
Leviticus 19:9-18 

 
(Leviticus 19:9)  When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not 
reap to the very edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest. 
 
When God gave His laws to Moses, to prepare former slaves to govern themselves 
in the new land God promised them, God expressed concern for every person 
equally. God provided a way for every person to work and meet their needs 
through work. When the Israelites first entered the Promised Land, every family 
was allotted land in order to produce a crop or raise animals. For whatever 
reasons, some families and individuals did not succeed on their land; they lost 
control of their land, and they became poor and dependent on others. These poor, 
who no longer had land upon which to plant and harvest a crop, by God’s law 
were given the opportunity to harvest in specific areas in the fields of those who 
had succeeded; these successful farmers were commanded by God to set aside 
areas in their fields for the poor to work to have food to eat. The land belonged to 
God; so as the true owner, God told His servants how to manage His land for the 
well-being of everyone. God also gave rain and good weather to His faithful 
servants for the crops to grow. When His people turned to worshiping idols or 
otherwise disregarded His laws, God would often withhold rain and good weather 
until they returned to faith and obedience. 
 
(Leviticus 19:10)  You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the 
fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and 
the alien: I am the LORD your God. 
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In addition to needing food to eat, the poor also needed nourishing fruit and 
drink, so God’s law included the proper use of the vineyards. In addition to 
providing a place for the poor to work, God’s law provided a place for non-
Hebrew people to work. God’s laws applied to aliens as well as citizens, and God 
expected that aliens to abide by the laws of the Promised Land the same as 
Israelite citizens (see Leviticus 19:34). 
 
(Leviticus 19:11)  You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and 
you shall not lie to one another. 
 
Both poor and rich can be tempted to steal, deal falsely with others, and tell lies 
for different reasons: the poor perhaps “justified in their minds” their dishonesty 
“to survive,” when God had made provisions for them to work; the rich and 
powerful perhaps “justified in their minds” their dishonesty “to remain rich and 
powerful,” when God expected them to treat all people fairly and honestly and be 
concerned for the needs of others. 
 
(Leviticus 19:12)  And you shall not swear falsely by my name, 
profaning the name of your God: I am the LORD. 
 
Those who have no fear, respect, or reverence for God will sometimes use God’s 
name to manipulate others. The Lord does not intend that the focus of this 
command is only about cursing, which is evil enough; the focus includes a godless 
or God-dishonoring person pretending to be godly, so they can win the 
confidence of the godly in order to steal from them or abuse them in other ways 
perhaps worse than stealing. 
 
(Leviticus 19:13)  You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not 
steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a laborer until 
morning. 
 
Our neighbor includes everyone. God’s people are not allowed to defraud the 
godless anymore than God allows them to defraud the godly. Defrauding 
someone can include taking advantage of someone who lacks the knowledge or 
intellectual ability to make the right decisions. Stealing can be by force, by 
stealth, by lying, or by misrepresenting something. God forbids all ways of taking 
from anyone something that does not belong to us. If someone works for us, they 
should be paid according to the work agreement. In ancient times, laborers 
needed to be paid at the close of each day, and that is sometimes the case in some 
places even today. 
 
(Leviticus 19:14)  You shall not revile the deaf or put a stumbling 
block before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 
 
In addition to rules for property owners, laborers, and the poor who can work in 
the fields for their food, in His law God includes rules for people to follow in 
caring for the disabled. The ungodly may be tempted take advantage of the 
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disabled in unspeakable ways, but God’s law forbids everyone from doing 
anything that would abuse the disabled (including taunting or bullying them). 
God will judge, discipline, and punish people for doing evil, particularly to the 
helpless poor and disabled. 
 
(Leviticus 19:15)  You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall 
not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall 
judge your neighbor. 
 
God always makes just judgments and considers all of the facts in every situation. 
In the Promised Land, God expected all the people to act justly and impartially 
based upon all the facts available to them in every situation and what God’s law 
required to the best of their understanding. Some treat the poor better than they 
treat others, and some treat the rich and powerful better than they treat others. 
God expects His people to treat everyone justly and fairly. 
 
(Leviticus 19:16)  You shall not go around as a slanderer among your 
people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am 
the LORD. 
 
To slander someone can mean spreading lies about them, or purposely 
misinterpreting something they said or did, or exaggerating something they said 
or did to make them look bad, or even spreading something true for the purpose 
of hurting another person or degrading them in the viewpoint of others. If we do 
this, even if we do not murder someone, we will be held accountable by our just 
God. Of course, God forbids the shedding of blood for the purpose of financial 
gain by an individual or nation. 
 
(Leviticus 19:17)  You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; 
you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 
 
Both the Old Testament and New Testament show God’s concern extends deeper 
than external behavior and includes concern for the state of a person’s heart. We 
may not do damage to someone, because we have refrained from evil outward 
actions or saying harmful words to them. But God says we are not even to hate or 
want to do damage to someone. In addition, God tells the Hebrew people to 
become concerned not only about their own behavior, but also the behavior of 
others – to wisely help others turn from doing wrong to doing right. 
 
(Leviticus 19:18)  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge 
against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the LORD. 
 
When we remember to love our neighbor as ourselves that means not taking 
vengeance into our own hands if they harm us – God established a rule of just 
laws and punishments, and rules for witnesses and judges, so those harmed could 
bring someone who harmed them before a judge. If someone mistreats us, we 
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may choose to forgive them and not seek to punish them in a court of law. If we 
hold a grudge against them, that grudge will damage our own hearts. 
 

Leviticus 19:33-37 
 
(Leviticus 19:33)  When an alien resides with you in your land, you 
shall not oppress the alien. 
 
The alien is the same as the “resident alien;” someone not a Hebrew who is 
honestly and openly living among God’s people. God expected the alien to obey 
His moral laws, and He expected His people to treat aliens as people with rights 
and responsibilities under God’s law. They would not be true citizens or have full 
citizenship rights until they accepted the true God and converted to Judaism. 
 
(Leviticus 19:34)  The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the 
citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
 
In the Old Testament, God commanded the Israelites to love everyone as their 
neighbor. They were to do what was best for the alien even as they would want 
others to do what was best for them according to God’s law – which required 
justice and impartial behavior toward all people, both citizens and aliens. In the 
Promised Land, just as a citizen was expected to obey God’s laws, so God also 
expected the alien to obey His laws. If the citizens and the aliens would not obey 
God, God would hold them accountable, for God is not biased toward persons. 
Though the Old Testament taught this fact, Peter had to learn this truth by 
experience: “Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality’” (Acts 10:34), 
 
(Leviticus 19:35)  You shall not cheat in measuring length, weight, or 
quantity. 
 
God teaches us in the Bible to be honest in business. This verse mentions three 
ways a person in business can cheat a customer. God meant that we should never 
cheat the customer (or the person in business) in any way. Some intentionally 
misinterpreted God’s laws and the laws of God’s government and looked for ways 
to cheat without violating the specifics in these three areas. They would look for 
ways to get around the law or avoid obeying the spirit of the law. The same is true 
today, because some individuals, governments, churches, and businesses look for 
ways to avoid the intention of God’s law and their government’s laws. 
 
(Leviticus 19:36)  You shall have honest balances, honest weights, an 
honest ephah, and an honest hin: I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
 
A business could create tools for measuring that would always give a customer 
less than what they paid for – God forbids this fraudulent way of doing business. 
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God mentions explicitly what involves food, drink, and clothing – the necessities 
of life. But if we truly believe the Lord is our God, then we will never cheat 
anyone, but love them, and seek to do them good, and treat them as we would 
want to be treated. 
 
(Leviticus 19:37)  You shall keep all my statutes and all my 
ordinances, and observe them: I am the LORD. 
 
God’s moral law is perfect, fair to all, just, and prescribes love toward all people. 
God forbids us from choosing what laws of His we will obey and what laws we will 
not obey. If someone thought statutes had to be obeyed, but not ordinances, God 
corrects the notion by commanding His people to obey all of His rules. Why obey 
God? Because God is the Lord. He is our ruler personally, and God is the ruler 
over all things, all beings, all of creation. The fact that God is the Lord is reason 
enough to obey Him; although there are of course many other reasons to obey 
God. God is just and all powerful; He will judge those who disobey Him. 
 
 

Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. Read Leviticus 19:9-10. Where you live, how might you and/or your church or 
family apply the intention of these commands to the Israelites? 
 
2. Why do you think God requires everyone to obey His moral law and not just 
some people? 
 
3. Read Leviticus 19:12. How would you interpret the meaning of this verse for 
today? 
 
4. In this lesson, what reason does God give to people as the main reason to obey 
Him? Can you think of other good reasons to obey God? 
 
5. Today, how difficult is it to reprove your neighbor? What is different about the 
Israelite and his neighbor, and someone today and their neighbor that makes 
reproving a neighbor difficult? Compare this command to the command of Jesus, 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). 
 
 
Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your class by reading the short 
weekly International Bible Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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