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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons Series) for Sunday, July 15, 2012, is 
from 1 Kings 3:16-28, 2 Chronicles 9:8. 
Questions for Discussion and Thinking 
Further follow the verse-by-verse International 
Bible Lessons Commentary (formerly, Bible Lesson 
Forum) below. Study Hints for Thinking Further 
discuss the five questions below to help with class 
preparation and in conducting class discussion; these 
hints are available on the International Bible Lessons 
Commentary website. For additional International 
Bible Lesson Commentaries, see the complete 
and comprehensive International Bible Lessons 
Commentary Index. The weekly International Bible 
Lesson is posted each Saturday before the lesson is 
scheduled to be taught at 
http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in The 
Oklahoman newspaper. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 
1 Kings 3:16-28 

 
(1 Kings 3:16)  Later, two women who were 
prostitutes came to the king [King Solomon] 
and stood before him. 
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King Solomon prayed for wisdom to govern God’s 
people, and he became known as the wisest person to 
ever live [see 1 Kings 3:1-15]. Yet, when speaking of 
King Solomon, Jesus indicated that he was greater or 
wiser than Solomon. Jesus said, “The queen of the 
South [the Queen of Sheba; see 2 Chronicles 9:8 
below] will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, because she came from 
the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of 
Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is 
here!” (Matthew 12:42 ). The story of these two 
prostitutes in 1 Kings 3 has become legendary and 
well-known by almost all Bible students everywhere in 
every generation.  
 
[Note: Without commending their profession (the fact 
that the Bible records they were prostitutes speaks for 
itself), the Bible records that King Solomon treated 
these two women with respect and took the time to 
judge justly between them. In some sense, King 
Solomon demonstrated the grace of God to these two 
women, for he allowed them to come into the 
presence of the king to receive justice and mercy as he 
judged between them. By King Solomon extending 
grace and mercy to them, they may have decided to 
trust in the LORD to meet their needs and change 
their occupation. Jesus spoke kindly to the woman 
caught in adultery, and He told her to go and sin no 
more (see John 8:1-12). After deciding their case, King 
Solomon may have wisely told them to go and sin no 
more; hence, they may have changed and followed in 
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the steps of Rahab, who chose to change and obey 
God’s law after she saved the Hebrew spies who came 
to her house.] 
 
(1 Kings 3:17)  The one woman said, “Please, 
my lord, this woman and I live in the same 
house; and I gave birth while she was in the 
house. 
 
King Solomon will discover and tell the court that this 
first woman is telling the truth, but the reader is left in 
suspense until Solomon announces his verdict. The 
two women shared the same house because they were 
not married and were probably impoverished. Both 
women became pregnant, and their children were 
doubly important because they could grow up to help 
them in their old age. 
 
(1 Kings 3:18)  Then on the third day after I 
gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We 
were together; there was no one else with us in 
the house, only the two of us were in the 
house. 
 
The woman telling the truth spoke with great detail 
about the situation. She is the victim, and she has 
brought the case to King Solomon for justice. She 
wants the judge to know that no one was in the house 
with them except their two babies. The Jewish law 
forbids them from having relations with a man for at 
least 40 days after giving birth [see Leviticus 12] for 
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purifying purposes. They were both within the first 
week after the birth of their sons [see Leviticus 12: 2). 
The fact that they obeyed this law gave them good 
standing before Solomon in their case before him, but 
that does not mean that they obeyed all the moral 
laws of God. 
 
(1 Kings 3:19)  Then this woman’s son died in 
the night, because she lay on him. 
 
The second woman’s child died in the night (the third 
night after the first woman gave birth), and the first 
woman assumed this cause of death. Since this death 
took place within the first week after their birth, and 
also earlier than 40 days before the rite of purification 
for the birth of their sons, no witnesses could be called 
to testify about which son belonged to which woman 
based upon having seen their children with them. 
 
(1 Kings 3:20)  She got up in the middle of the 
night and took my son from beside me while 
your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, 
and laid her dead son at my breast. 
 
Each mother knew what their son looked like. The 
first woman awoke to discover that the baby with her 
was dead and was not her son. Since there was no one 
else in the house and the other woman had her son, 
who was alive, she concluded that the other woman 
had switched babies. It is unlikely the guilty woman 
would have brought this case before King Solomon 
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after having taken possession of the other woman’s 
baby boy. 
 
(1 Kings 3:21)  When I rose in the morning to 
nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but 
when I looked at him closely in the morning, 
clearly it was not the son I had borne.” 
 
The first woman rose in the morning to nurse her son, 
and in the morning light discovered two things. First, 
the boy was dead; and second, the baby boy was not 
her baby. Since her son may have been three days 
older than the baby of the second woman, she would 
have known by size, weight, hair color, and other 
characteristics what her son looked like compared to 
the other baby. 
 
(1 Kings 3:22)  But the other woman said, “No, 
the living son is mine, and the dead son is 
yours.” The first said, “No, the dead son is 
yours, and the living son is mine.” So they 
argued before the king. 
The second woman speaks for the first time and 
denies what the first woman has charged. They both 
argue and claim the living child as their son, but one is 
lying. King Solomon may have known who was lying, 
but he needed to demonstrate before the imperial 
court the correct mother of the living son; in this way 
he could show that he was just and not arbitrary in 
making judicial decisions. 
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(1 Kings 3:23)  Then the king said, “The one 
says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son 
is dead’; while the other says, ‘Not so! Your 
son is dead, and my son is the living one.’” 
 
As a good judge, King Solomon repeated the charges 
made by the two women and the facts of the case; thus 
he showed he understood the case before him, and he 
gave the women (and anyone else before the court) 
time to bear witness or correct his understanding if he 
misunderstood the case. His response indicated he 
understood the case rightly. 
 
(1 Kings 3:24)  So the king said, “Bring me a 
sword,” and they brought a sword before the 
king. 
 
King Solomon then asked one of the palace guards to 
bring him a sword. He does not intend for the sword 
to be used; but if used, he probably intended for the 
guard to use it and not himself. No one knew what he 
planned: would he make a decision and execute one of 
the women for lying to him? In the end, as far as we 
know, King Solomon did nothing to the woman who 
lied; but the Bible does not always tell us all that we 
may want to know about many incidents or sayings. 
King Solomon may have punished the woman who 
lied before the court to make an example of her, or he 
may have been merciful to her because he understood 
the distress the death of her son had caused her and 
what motivated her to lie. 
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(1 Kings 3:25)  The king said, “Divide the living 
boy in two; then give half to the one, and half 
to the other.” 
 
When the sword is brought by the guard, and fear and 
uncertainty is doubtless in the hearts of both women 
about what this sword might mean, King Solomon did 
not order the death not of either woman, but instead 
he ordered the death and the division of the baby boy 
for each woman. Of course, he intended his order to 
reveal the real mother. He never intended to kill the 
child. 
 
(1 Kings 3:26)  But the woman whose son was 
alive said to the king ― because compassion 
for her son burned within her ― “Please, my 
lord, give her the living boy; certainly do not 
kill him!” The other said, “It shall be neither 
mine nor yours; divide it.” 
 
The real mother, the first woman, spoke to preserve 
the life of her son, because she loved her son. For 
whatever reason, it seems that the second woman, 
who had lost her son, wanted the first woman to suffer 
the grief that she herself had suffered at the death of 
her son. She wanted both sons dead. If she had lived 
her life with compassion, she would never have taken 
the other woman’s child and made her suffer the grief 
and trauma of trying to have her son returned to her. 
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(1 Kings 3:27)  Then the king responded: “Give 
the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. 
She is his mother.” 
 
From the opposite responses of the two women, King 
Solomon knew the real mother. Certainly, the first 
woman should prove to be the better mother because 
of her compassion for her son and the experience of 
him being saved from death and returned to her. The 
second woman was not a woman of compassion, and 
she would probably have made a very poor mother. 
 
(1 Kings 3:28)  All Israel heard of the judgment 
that the king had rendered; and they stood in 
awe of the king, because they perceived that 
the wisdom of God was in him, to execute 
justice. 
 
This incident not only spread throughout Israel, but is 
told almost everywhere the wisdom of King Solomon 
is discussed. He could not simply give the baby to one 
of the two women without actually demonstrating that 
his decision was just: this he did publicly before the 
court. The people recognized one of the reasons God 
gave King Solomon wisdom, and that was to execute 
justice in behalf of God’s people. 
 

2 Chronicles 9:8 
 
(2 Chronicles 9:8)  [The Queen of Sheba 
praised God]: “Blessed be the LORD your God, 
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who has delighted in you and set you on his 
throne as king for the LORD your God. 
Because your God loved Israel and would 
establish them forever, he has made you king 
over them, that you may execute justice and 
righteousness.” 
 
When the Queen of Sheba visited King Solomon and 
saw how happy the Israelites lived under his wise rule, 
she blessed or thanked God for setting King Solomon 
on the throne. She recognized that God had put 
Solomon in that place of leadership. The Holy Spirit 
must have inspired her praises, and she may have 
come to accept the LORD as her God, though 
emphasizing that the LORD was Solomon’s God. She 
also acknowledged that the purpose of a ruler was to 
execute justice and righteousness (which King 
Solomon had done in the case of the two women who 
claimed the only living son). She perhaps also 
prophesied that the LORD would establish Israel 
forever because of His great love for Israel. Because 
the LORD loved Israel, He wanted all of their kings to 
execute justice and righteousness, though many chose 
to become selfish dictators and misled God’s people. 
Of course, God wants all rulers and leaders to serve 
others with justice and righteousness, and a nation or 
organization is blessed by God when God raises up 
such rulers or leaders to serve Him in behalf of the 
people. 
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Five Questions for Discussion 
and Thinking Further 

 
1. What might you say to someone who said that 
prostitution as a profession must be okay, because in 
the case before King Solomon the Bible does not 
condemn these women for being prostitutes and King 
Solomon admitted them into his throne room or 
court? 
 
2. What might you say to someone who asks questions 
that you do not know the answer to or questions that 
the Bible does not appear to answer? 
 
3. Why should rulers or leaders in business, churches, 
government, and other organizations work to 
establish both righteousness and justice among the 
people they rule or lead? 
 
4. Why do you think King Solomon contrived a test 
with a sword, and threaten to kill the living boy, when 
he probably knew from observation, from hearing the 
women speak, and from the Holy Spirit who the real 
mother was?  
 
5. Why do you think Jesus declared that He was 
greater than King Solomon? 
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Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on 
the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your 
class by reading the short weekly International Bible 
Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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