
Study Guide on 
1 Kings 3:16-28, 2 Chronicles 9:8 

New Revised Standard Version 
 

Assign each person in the class one or more verses to study. 
Each person should answer these two questions on their assigned verse. 

1. What does this verse say? 
2. What does this verse mean to me? 

3. Discuss your answers with the class. 
 

1 Kings 3:16-28 
 
(1 Kings 3:16)  Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and 
stood before him. 
 
(1 Kings 3:17)  The one woman said, “Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the 
same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house. 
 
(1 Kings 3:18)  Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave 
birth. We were together; there was no one else with us in the house, only the two 
of us were in the house. 
 
(1 Kings 3:19)  Then this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. 
 
(1 Kings 3:20)  She got up in the middle of the night and took my son from beside 
me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, and laid her dead son at 
my breast. 
 
(1 Kings 3:21)  When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was 
dead; but when I looked at him closely in the morning, clearly it was not the son I 
had borne.” 
 
(1 Kings 3:22)  But the other woman said, “No, the living son is mine, and the 
dead son is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is 
mine.” So they argued before the king. 
 
(1 Kings 3:23)  Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and 
your son is dead’; while the other says, ‘Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is 
the living one.’“ 
 
(1 Kings 3:24)  So the king said, “Bring me a sword,” and they brought a sword 
before the king. 
 
(1 Kings 3:25)  The king said, “Divide the living boy in two; then give half to the 
one, and half to the other.” 
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(1 Kings 3:26)  But the woman whose son was alive said to the king--because 
compassion for her son burned within her -- “Please, my lord, give her the living 
boy; certainly do not kill him!” The other said, “It shall be neither mine nor yours; 
divide it.” 
 
(1 Kings 3:27)  Then the king responded: “Give the first woman the living boy; do 
not kill him. She is his mother.” 
 
(1 Kings 3:28)  All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered; and 
they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God was 
in him, to execute justice. 
 

2 Chronicles 9:8 
 
(2 Chronicles 9:8)  [The Queen of Sheba praised]: “Blessed be the LORD your 
God, who has delighted in you and set you on his throne as king for the LORD 
your God. Because your God loved Israel and would establish them forever, he 
has made you king over them, that you may execute justice and righteousness.” 
 
Write the verse or verses you have been assigned in the space below: 

 

 

 
Answer These Questions for Class Discussion or Study 

 
1. What does the verse say? 

2. What does the verse mean to me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submit your comments, ideas, suggestions, and thoughts on this lesson at the 
Bible Lesson Forum at http://biblelessonforum.com/.  
Read the International Bible Lessons at http://internationalbiblelessons.org.  
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