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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion 
by asking some or all of the Five Questions for 
Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may 
want to send the bulletin size International Bible Lesson 
home with their students for further study in the coming 
week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study 
Hints for Thinking Further below are not actually 
intended to be answers to the discussion questions, but 
hints a teacher may use to help students think through and 
discuss the questions in class. 
 

Five Questions for Discussion 
and Thinking Further 

 
1. What qualities did the Apostles tell the people to 
look for when they evaluated those around them 
and chose the first deacons for the church? 
 
See Acts 6:3 --  “Therefore, friends, select from among 
yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this 
task,” 
 
The people made the selection based on these qualities, 
and then the Apostles appointed them as deacons. Since 
their initial task was to make decisions between Greek 
women (widows) and Hebrew women (widows), these men 
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needed all of these qualities and more to help these women 
understand that church leaders were treating them fairly. 
 
2. What qualities do churches look for when they 
choose leaders today? 
 
Those with proven business and political leadership 
qualities? Those with the proven ability to influence others 
to do what they want? Those who can contribute 
financially to the church? 
 
3. What made Stephen an exceptional leader? 
 
He did more than just serve tables by looking for 
opportunities to do more good things than were required 
of him at first. He told others about Jesus. He was willing 
to sacrifice to tell others about Jesus. He was “full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5). He was “full of grace and 
power” (Acts 6:8). He used the gifts that God gave him to 
serve God and others by doing “great wonders and signs 
among the people” (Acts 6:8). 
 
4. What are some of the problems that can occur 
when people misrepresent the ideas or teachings 
of others? 
 
People will not know the truth, and this will adversely 
effect their decisions. People will get a false idea about 
someone, and not give them the careful attention and 
thought they deserve. Sometimes people who are lied 
about can be victimized, tortured, or killed. 
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5. Why do you think the Apostles, Stephen, and 
others in the New Testament Church continued to 
teach about Jesus even in the face of opposition 
that might lead to imprisonment and death? 
 
They knew that were teaching the truth, and they knew 
that they were doing what God wanted them to do. They 
remembered Jesus, Who died for the truth and the 
difference His death and resurrection made. They knew 
that their sacrifice and death for Jesus and the truth was 
worth the cost, and might lead to others receiving the gift 
of eternal life through faith in Jesus. Jesus had foretold 
that they would suffer for His name, so they were 
forewarned and forearmed mentally and spiritually to face 
suffering; knowing that they were not suffering because 
they had disobeyed God or had committed a sin that God 
was punishing them for committing. 
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