
Study Hints for Thinking Further 
International Bible Lessons 

Acts 7:51-8:1 
Sunday, October 14, 2012 

L.G. Parkhurst, Jr. 
 

Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion 
by asking some or all of the Five Questions for 
Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may 
want to send the bulletin size International Bible Lesson 
home with their students for further study in the coming 
week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study 
Hints for Thinking Further below are not actually 
intended to be answers to the discussion questions, but 
hints a teacher may use to help students think through and 
discuss the questions in class. 
 

Five Questions for Discussion 
and Thinking Further 

 
1. Why do you think some people refuse to listen 
to the truth? 
 
Sometimes hearing the truth about yourself hurts and 
changing one’s ideas and behavior is difficult. 
 
2. Compare the meaning of Stephen calling Jesus 
“the Righteous One” and Luke 18:19 — “Jesus said 
to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good 
but God alone’.” 
 
The Holy Spirit inspired Stephen to call Jesus “the 
Righteous One.” Jesus said no one is good but God alone, 
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because only God has never sinned or done wrong. Jesus is 
the “the Righteous One,” because He is God and He has 
never sinned. Stephen was right before God and the crowd 
that stoned him to death because he accepted Jesus Christ 
as his Lord and Savior and he loved and obeyed Jesus in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. By grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ, God forgave the sins of Stephen. 
 
3. Why do you think Stephen saw Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God and the Holy Spirit 
inspired Stephen to tell the crowd what he saw? 
 
Jesus stood to honor Stephen, who gave his life for Jesus 
as Jesus had earlier given His life for Stephen to save 
Stephen from his sins. The Holy Spirit inspired Stephen to 
tell the crowd what he saw, because the followers of Jesus 
Christ would need this encouragement when persecution 
came upon the church. 
 
4. Why might a believer pray as Stephen did, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
 
As believers, we want Jesus to know that we truly want to 
spend eternity with Jesus in heaven and wherever Jesus 
leads throughout eternity. 
 
5. Why might the persecution of Christians 
influence some unbelievers to become Christians? 
 
Some will only believe something is true if a witness is 
willing to suffer persecution, ridicule, and death for their 
beliefs. Some know that what they think or believe is so 
uncertain or morally and spiritually unworthy that they 
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know it is not worth giving up their lives to hold on to; so, 
they are drawn to think about beliefs that others are 
willing to die for. When someone considers the truth of 
God, the Holy Spirit will help them come to believe the 
truth and live according to the truth. 
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