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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to 
send the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further 
study in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for 
Thinking Further below are not actually intended to be answers to the discussion 
questions, but hints a teacher may use to help students think through and discuss the 
questions in class. 
 

Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1.  In what ways did the people honor Simon? 
 
They were amazed at his magic. They said he was someone great. They listened to him 
eagerly. He must have taught them what they came to believe. They said he “is the 
power of God,” so they deified him and called him by the name “Great.” He wanted them 
to honor him as the power of God and that is what he taught them about himself when 
he worked magic. 
 
2. In what ways did Philip get the attention of the crowd and how did the 
crowd respond to Philip? 
 
Philip proclaimed the good news about the kingdom of God. Philip proclaimed the name 
of Jesus Christ. Philip performed signs and great miracles when he taught about Jesus. 
In response, the crowd believed Philip. Men and women in the crowd were baptized. 
The crowd accepted the word of God. 
 
3. What does it seem Simon intended to achieve with his magic and 
teaching?  
 
Simon intended to draw people to himself, to enjoy the adoration of the people, and to 
enrich himself. Philip intended to lead people to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Simon 
pointed people to himself, perhaps to control them. Philip pointed people to Jesus 
Christ, so they would live their lives in ways that honored Jesus. 
 
4. Simon believed the preaching of Philip and was baptized. What did 
Simon fail to do? 
 
Simon failed to repent of his sins or change his purpose of life from self-seeking to 
seeking the will of God to do it. Apparently, he believed Philip had powers and teaching 
greater than his that he could learn and practice to keep drawing people to himself; 
therefore, he followed Philip closely to learn all he could. Peter said that Simon’s “heart” 
was “not right before God.” Peter told Simon to “repent” of “wickedness.” Simon was in 
the “gall of bitterness,” and he had not prayed to God to forgive him and free him from 
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“the chains of wickedness.” 
 
5. If someone in your congregation said he believed in Jesus and was 
baptized and was saved, but it was obvious that his heart was not right with 
God and others, and he was bound in the chains of wickedness, how might 
you use the teaching about Simon as an example to help this person? 
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