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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday School Lessons Series) for 
Sunday, October 7, 2012, is from Acts 6:8-7:2. You might like to study (or 
mention in your class) all of the “Let us” verses in the Letter to the Hebrews 
that are listed below. Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
follow the verse-by-verse International Bible Lessons Commentary (formerly, 
Bible Lesson Forum) below. Study Hints for Thinking Further discuss the 
five questions below to help with class preparation and in conducting class 
discussion; these hints are available on the International Bible Lessons 
Commentary website. For additional International Bible Lesson 
Commentaries, see the complete and comprehensive International Bible 
Lessons Commentary Index. The weekly International Bible Lesson is posted 
each Saturday before the lesson is scheduled to be taught at 
http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in The Oklahoman newspaper. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 
 

Acts 6:8-7:2 
 
(Acts 6:8)  Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and 
signs among the people. 
 
Stephen was one of the first seven deacons in the New Testament church. The 
Apostles established their qualifications for selection as “men of good repute, full 
of the Spirit and of wisdom” (Acts 6:3). Luke says Stephen was “a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5). The Bible commends Stephen in everything; he 
was “full of grace and power” (Acts 6:8). He did “great wonders and signs” that 
endorsed his teaching. He did more than what was first required of him as a 
deacon; which was to serve tables to meet the needs of Greek and Hebrew 
widows. 
 
(Acts 6:9)  Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 
 
After the seven deacons were appointed and church leaders performed their 
appointed tasks, the church continue to increase in numbers. Not all of the 
Jewish leaders opposed the Christian faith, because we know “a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). As the church grew, some in the 
religious power structure felt more threatened. Because of jealousy, the high 
priest and the Sadducees first arrested the Apostles (Acts 5:17). Since these 
Jewish leaders, who rejected Jesus as the Messiah, could not intimidate the 
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Apostles into silence, they sought to debate some of the church deacons in order 
to silence them. As far as we know, they began by arguing with Stephen. 
 
(Acts 6:10)  But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit 
with which he [Stephen] spoke. 
 
Many Jews from nations that surrounded Judea traveled to Jerusalem to worship 
God, and they gathered in Jewish synagogues suited to their nationality and 
language. Some of these Jews sought to destroy the influence of the New 
Testament church. Using worldly arguments and philosophy, perhaps also 
arguing from the Jewish Law and what they knew of the Hebrew Scriptures (or 
the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, the Septuagint), they could not 
overcome the wisdom and the Spirit that guided and informed Stephen in debate. 
 
(Acts 6:11)  Then they secretly instigated some men to say, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 
 
Unable to defeat Stephen in public debate (or any of the apostles in open and 
honest debate regarding Jesus and the correct interpretation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, for Jesus came to fulfill the law), some of the Jewish leaders turned to 
telling lies and to getting false witnesses to tell lies about the content of Stephen’s 
teachings. The lies of false witnesses were also presented at Jesus’ trial after He 
was arrested. The devil is a liar, and the devil will influence or help those who 
choose to lie as a means of achieving their goals. Jesus spoke of some, “You are 
from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies” (John 8:44).  
 
(Acts 6:12)  They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the 
scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought 
him before the council. 
 
These Jews used techniques similar to those that led to the arrest and trial of 
Jesus. They stirred up the crowd by telling lies. Then, they tried to surprise 
Stephen, and they arrested him; they took him before the Sanhedrin (the same 
Counsel that demanded the Apostles stop teaching, but the Apostles chose to 
obey God and keep teaching about Jesus: see Acts 5:29). 
 
(Acts 6:13)  They set up false witnesses who said, “This man never 
stops saying things against this holy place and the law; 
 
Even though the apostles were beaten and suffered at the orders of the Council, 
they kept teaching that Jesus is the Messiah (Acts 5:40-42). The false witnesses 
did not confront directly the teachings of Stephen about the fact that Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead and was the Messiah. They disregarded the truth and 
remained unteachable. They distorted Jesus’ teachings, for He never spoke 
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against the House of God; rather, Jesus cleansed His Father’s House (the Temple 
in Jerusalem) so it could be a House of Prayer. Jesus and Stephen did speak 
against the ungodly ways of some of the religious leaders who mistreated the 
House of God and the Law of God. 
 
(Acts 6:14)  for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on 
to us.” 
 
Nazareth was regarded as a despised place (“Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?”); so, they called Jesus by the hometown they despised. Jesus and the 
early church taught how the Jews had set aside the Law of God with their 
customs (that allowed them to dishonor their parents, for example). Jesus spoke 
of their destroying His body and of His raising His body up; but they twisted 
Jesus’ teaching to make it apply to the Temple. They twisted Stephen’s words to. 
 
(Acts 6:15)  And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and 
they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 
 
As these false charges were made against Stephen, he knew they had done the 
same to Jesus, the apostles, and the prophets before them. Rather than Stephen 
being intimidated and threatened by these lying witnesses, the Holy Spirit within 
Stephen transformed his countenance and he showed forth the innocence of an 
angel, who loves God and who loves telling the truth. 
 
(Acts 7:1)  Then the high priest asked him, “Are these things so?” 
 
The high priest, no doubt impressed by the face of Stephen, his courage, and his 
innocence, gave Stephen the opportunity to refute the charges brought against 
him. In his summary of Old Testament teaching (beginning with Acts 7:2), 
Stephen showed that the charges against him were false. He did not speak against 
the Temple, but Stephen did speak out against the ungodly in past and present 
generations. 
 
(Acts 7:2)  And Stephen replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me. 
The God of glory appeared to our ancestor Abraham when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,” 
 
Stephen addressed the Council members and the false witnesses with the 
courtesy and respect their office as religious leaders deserved. He did not 
immediately condemn them as liars who killed the prophets of God. He began his 
discourse with Abraham, the father of faith. By giving his summary, he showed 
that he was not speaking against their faith or speaking against the law of Moses 
when he taught about Jesus and Jesus fulfilling the Hebrew prophets and the 
Law. Toward the end of his speech, he called those doing evil to moral 
accountability. 
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Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. What qualities did the Apostles tell the people to look for when they evaluated 
those around them and chose the first deacons for the church? 
 
2. What qualities do churches look for when they choose leaders today? 
 
3. What made Stephen an exceptional leader? 
 
4. What are some of the problems that can occur when people misrepresent the 
ideas or teachings of others? 
 
5. Why do you think the Apostles, Stephen, and others in the New Testament 
Church continued to teach about Jesus even in the face of opposition that might 
lead to imprisonment and death? 
 
 
Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your class by reading the short 
weekly International Bible Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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