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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to 
send the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further 
study in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for 
Thinking Further below are not actually intended to be answers to the discussion 
questions, but hints a teacher may use to help students think through and discuss the 
questions in class. 
 

Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. Can you think of some reasons why God would want Paul to go to Rome as 
a prisoner? 
 
To preach the good news of salvation to prisoners, who would need the encouragement 
of faith in Jesus Christ during their hardships and who would also need the eternal life 
that Jesus Christ would give them by grace through faith in Him. 
 
To preach the gospel of salvation to Roman soldiers and sailors, who (in addition to the 
above reasons for prisoners) would be able to share the gospel with their families and 
wherever they traveled; thus, the gospel would be shared around the world more quickly 
than Paul and the other apostles could do by themselves. 
 
2. Can you remember an incident or incidents in your life when something 
“bad” happened to you, but God worked it out for good for you and others? 
Would you like to share your experience with others in your group? 
 
Several years ago, I experienced a retinal detachment that due to my poor eyesight 
eventually led to some necessary retraining, which taught me how to share Bible 
teachings using the Internet and to writing the International Bible Lesson Commentary. 
If I had not had a debilitating retinal detachment (a “bad” experience), I do not believe 
this commentary would be published over the Internet today; therefore, I give thanks to 
God and try to follow Paul’s example. 
 
3. Can you remember a time when something unexpectedly “good” 
happened to you, and how God inspired you to use this experience to do 
more good for others than you might have done otherwise? Would you like 
to share your experience with others in your group? 
 
In 2008, I was unexpectedly sent to Japan, where I met some wonderful Japanese 
Christians and pastors. After their most recent devastating earthquake, God inspired me 
to support the mission work of one of these churches in Japan that is helping with 
reconstruction and sharing the good news about Jesus with everyone. 
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4. Why do you think all of the apostles suffered such hardships during their 
ministries? 
 
Their continuing to preach the good news about Jesus the Messiah even though they 
risked suffering and death served as one reason to believe that what they taught about 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead was true, which meant Jesus’ teachings were true. 
 
5. How did Paul respond to his hardships during the storm and shipwreck? 
In what ways does he serve as a good example for you? 
 
Paul trusted in God and gave thanks to God before all those around him. Paul also 
encouraged and gave both practical and spiritual advice to those around him. Paul 
showed that his faith in Jesus Christ was authentic and proved to be true and valuable in 
all situations. He serves as a good example for Christians to do all of these things. 
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