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The International Bible Lesson (Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons Series) for Sunday, November 11, 
2012, is from Acts 27:1-2, 33-44. Questions for 
Discussion and Thinking Further follow the 
verse-by-verse International Bible Lessons 
Commentary (formerly, Bible Lesson Forum) below. 
Study Hints for Thinking Further discuss the 
five questions below to help with class preparation 
and in conducting class discussion; these hints are 
available on the International Bible Lessons 
Commentary website. For additional International 
Bible Lesson Commentaries, see the complete 
and comprehensive International Bible Lessons 
Commentary Index. The weekly International Bible 
Lesson is posted each Saturday before the lesson is 
scheduled to be taught at 
http://InternationalBibleLessons.org and in The 
Oklahoman newspaper. 

International Bible Lesson Commentary 
 

Acts 27:1-2, 33-44 
 
(Acts 27:1)  When it was decided that we were 
to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul and 
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some other prisoners to a centurion of the 
Augustan Cohort, named Julius. 
 
The “we” in this verse may indicate Luke and Paul and 
Aristarchus (or perhaps only Paul and Aristarchus, 
since Luke may have used Aristarchus as one of his 
sources in writing Luke and Acts — see Luke 1:1-4 and 
Acts 27:2). They went by ship to Rome in Italy (which 
would have been faster normally than the excellent 
Roman roads, especially with prisoners who might try 
to escape, for a ship could serve somewhat as a prison 
for prisoners). Julius may have been or become a 
Christian, for Luke recorded his name and later he 
wanted to save Paul’s life. Otherwise, the trip was so 
long that it would have been natural for an eyewitness 
to learn, remember, and report Julius’ name. 
 
(Acts 27:2)  Embarking on a ship of 
Adramyttium that was about to set sail to the 
ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, 
accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian 
from Thessalonica. 
 
Adramyttium was a seaport in Mysia (in Roman Asia). 
The ship may have been returning home and hoped to 
travel safely along the coast in sight of land. An 
imperial detachment of soldiers under Julius would 
guard the prisoners. Luke and Aristarchus may have 
travelled in the official capacity of Paul’s “slaves” to 
help Paul on his journey, or Aristarchus may have 
been a fellow prisoner with Paul at that time. Luke 
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first mentioned Aristarchus in Acts 19:29, “The city 
was filled with the confusion; and people rushed 
together to the theater, dragging with them Gaius and 
Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s travel 
companions.”  He may have been a prisoner with Paul 
on the ship for Paul also wrote in Colossians 4:14, 
“Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, as does 
Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you 
have received instructions—if he comes to you, 
welcome him” (see also, Acts 20:4, Acts 27:2, 
Philemon 1:24).  
 
(Acts 27:33)  Just before daybreak, Paul urged 
all of them to take some food, saying, “Today 
is the fourteenth day that you have been in 
suspense and remaining without food, having 
eaten nothing. 
 
The preceding verses tell of a storm at sea and how 
the travelers lost “all hope of being saved” (Acts 
27:20). Paul had prophesied that they should not sail 
from Crete, but they had not listened to him and Paul 
had been correct (Acts 27:21-26). The storm was so 
bad no one could eat or felt like eating, and they were 
all very weak (physically and mentally). 
 
(Acts 27:34)  Therefore I urge you to take some 
food, for it will help you survive; for none of 
you will lose a hair from your heads.” 
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Earlier during the storm, Paul had foretold they would 
all survive, because he was destined to stand before 
the emperor in Rome (Acts 27:24). He had received a 
message from an angel, and he advised and 
encouraged them with constant references to God: “I 
have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been 
told” (Acts 27:25). Paul also explained the conditions 
that they must obey for all of them to survive (Acts 
27:31-32). Those with discernment would recognize 
that Paul was a true prophet from the true God, and 
perhaps some of them became Christians during the 
voyage or after they survived shipwreck. 
 
(Acts 27:35)  After he had said this, he took 
bread; and giving thanks to God in the 
presence of all, he broke it and began to eat. 
 
Paul constantly led by serving as a good example to 
others; he had faith in God and obeyed God publicly 
by doing what God had said. Paul broke the bread, 
gave thanks to God, and ate: his actions expressed 
trust in God’s promises to him and to them. His 
prayers and actions in their presence inspired those 
who watched him. Paul did not fear his circumstances, 
but gave thanks to God in all things. Paul had written 
earlier, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 
Thessalonians 5:18). 
 
(Acts 27:36)  Then all of them were 
encouraged and took food for themselves. 
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After Paul prayed, gave thanks to God in the midst of 
a storm, and ate, the others were encouraged enough 
to follow Paul’s example. Since some of them would 
eventually need to swim ashore and no one knew 
when anyone would eat again, Paul inspired them to 
take this practical physical step rather than just pray 
and do nothing to prepare for the future. Paul was so 
heavenly minded that he brought much earthly good 
to those God had placed in his care during the storm. 
 
(Acts 27:37)  (We were in all two hundred 
seventy-six persons in the ship.) 
 
A Roman cohort, a unit in the Roman army, was from 
between 300-600 men. The entire Imperial Cohort 
did not board the ship (only enough to guard the 
prisoners). The remainder of the Imperial Cohort 
remained in Caesarea or other outposts for duty in 
Judea and Samaria. A centurion usually commanded 
100 soldiers (a century is 100 years, thus the name 
centurion). We do not know how many soldiers 
actually boarded the ship or how many prisoners they 
guarded. 
 
(Acts 27:38)  After they had satisfied their 
hunger, they lightened the ship by throwing 
the wheat into the sea. 
 
Perhaps they baked bread on the ship to feed 276 
people each day (weather permitting), using the wheat 
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they also shipped for trade. They had actually thrown 
out of the cargo already to lighten the ship, including 
the ship’s tackle (Acts 27:18-19). They ate and 
prepared in case they had to abandon ship or ride out 
the storm and find land to survive. 
 
(Acts 27:39)  In the morning they did not 
recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with 
a beach, on which they planned to run the ship 
ashore, if they could. 
 
Paul had told them that to be saved they “must run 
aground on some island” (Acts 27:26). A lightened 
ship would run aground closer to land than one 
heavily laden with cargo; therefore, the ship’s 
passengers and crew would have less distance to swim 
or float ashore to survive. They finally found an island 
that no one recognized, where they chose to run the 
ship aground. 
 
(Acts 27:40)  So they cast off the anchors and 
left them in the sea. At the same time they 
loosened the ropes that tied the steering-oars; 
then hoisting the foresail to the wind, they 
made for the beach. 
 
The account of Paul’s shipwreck (and subsequent 
events) rings true as an accurate eyewitness account 
that Luke experienced (or which Luke may have 
copied without change from Aristarchus’ verbal or 
written record of events). Most commentators believe 
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Luke actually experienced these events with Paul. The 
sailors used the ship’s sail and drove the ship toward 
the beach rather than use the steering oars. 
 
(Acts 27:41)  But striking a reef, they ran the 
ship aground; the bow stuck and remained 
immovable, but the stern was being broken up 
by the force of the waves. 
 
They were unable to reach the beach, because the ship 
ran aground on an underwater reef (probably hidden 
from view by the waves and water until they hit the 
reef). The waves so pounded against the stern (the 
rear into the ship) that it began to break apart and put 
everyone’s life in peril. 
 
(Acts 27:42)  The soldiers’ plan was to kill the 
prisoners, so that none might swim away and 
escape; 
 
Rather than face their commanding officers and 
report that their prisoners had escaped, the soldiers 
knew it would be better to report that they have 
executed their prisoners while they were trying to 
escape in order to prevent their escape. Killing 
prisoners to prevent their escape may have been a 
common practice among soldiers guarding them; 
when known by prisoners, this practice might 
influence prisoners to cooperate with their guards and 
not try to escape when being moved from place to 
place. 
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(Acts 27:43)  but the centurion, wishing to 
save Paul, kept them from carrying out their 
plan. He ordered those who could swim to 
jump overboard first and make for the land, 
 
The centurion may have come to respect Paul as an 
intelligent and influential Roman citizen. On the other 
hand, he may have come to respect Paul as a prophet 
of God (and come to respect Paul’s God), or he may 
have become a Christian, or the Holy Spirit may have 
caused him to make decisions that would save Paul’s 
life and get him safely to Rome. In all of these 
possibilities, God was at work. 
 
(Acts 27:44)  and the rest to follow, some on 
planks and others on pieces of the ship. And so 
it was that all were brought safely to land. 
 
 
Paul had faith in God and in what God told him 
through the angel. He trusted, obeyed, and inspired 
others to trust God and His word. The centurion 
commanded that everyone obey Paul’s plans to save 
them. Therefore, what Paul prophesied took place and 
all survived. From this account, we can see how Julius 
the Centurion would have had good and sufficient 
reasons to become a Christian and save Paul’s life. 
Eventually, Paul arrived safely in Rome and preached 
the good news about Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
to many. 
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Five Questions for Discussion 
and Thinking Further 

 
1. Can you think of some reasons why God would want 
Paul to go to Rome as a prisoner? 
 
2. Can you remember an incident or incidents in your 
life when something “bad” happened to you, but God 
worked it out for good for you and others? Would you 
like to share your experience with others in your 
group? 
 
3. Can you remember a time when something 
unexpectedly “good” happened to you, and how God 
inspired you to use this experience to do more good 
for others than you might have done otherwise? 
Would you like to share your experience with others 
in your group? 
 
4. Why do you think all of the apostles suffered such 
hardships during their ministries? 
 
5. How did Paul respond to his hardships during the 
storm and shipwreck? In what ways does he serve as a 
good example for you? 
 
Write your comments, suggestions, and thoughts on 
the Bible Lesson Forum at 
http://biblelessonforum.com/. Begin or close your 
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class by reading the short weekly International Bible 
Lesson at International Bible Lessons at 
http://internationalbiblelessons.org. 
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