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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to 
send the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further 
study in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for 
Thinking Further below are not actually intended to be the answers to the discussion 
questions. These indeed are “hints” a teacher may use to help students think through 
and discuss the questions in class. 
 

Five Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. Was the worship of the Israelites at the dedication of the rebuilt wall 
spontaneous or planned? What did their worship emphasize? 
 
Their worship was carefully planned by Ezra, the priests, and the Levites. They gathered 
to emphasize rejoicing and thanksgiving for what God had done. 
 
2. Ultimately, who did the Israelites depend on to meet their needs? How 
did they express their dependence? 
 
Ultimately, the Israelites depended on God, and they expressed their dependence by 
prayer, worship, study of the Bible, and a heart that hoped to obey God. 
 
3. What did the service of dedication involve primarily? 
 
Their worship involved musical instruments, singing, song leaders, experienced worship 
leaders and teachers, and purification ceremonies of the people and the wall and gates. 
 
4. What indication does this chapter give that King David was an important 
part of their memory? 
 
This chapter in the Book of Nehemiah mentioned instruments of King David, mentioned 
that Jerusalem is the city of David, and mentioned the house of David. 
 
5. What reason does this chapter give for the people rejoicing? 
 
“God had made them rejoice” (by all that God had done for them in the restoration of 
their homeland, their city, their temple, and their city wall). 
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