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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to send 
the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further study 
in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for Thinking 
Further below are not actually intended to be the answers to the discussion questions. 
These indeed are “hints” a teacher may use to help students think through and discuss 
the questions in class. 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. Why does Paul say Christians should be eager for spiritual gifts? What are 
we to strive to do with our gifts? 
 
We should be eager for spiritual gifts for “building up the church” We should strive to 
excel in spiritual gifts for “building up the church.” 
 
2. What did Paul say about how he would pray and praise God? 
 
Paul said he would pray and praise God with his spirit and his mind. Jesus said we 
should worship God in spirit and in truth, which necessarily also involves the mind. 
 
3. What can happen when someone does not understand what we say? What 
should we do when someone does not understand us? 
 
The other person is not built up. Pray for the power to interpret (or explain clearly) what 
we said or meant in a way they will understand. 
 
4. What did Paul prefer to do in the church? 
 
Speak five words with his mind to instruct others and build them up rather than ten 
thousand words that they could not understand. 
 
5. When Christians gather to worship God, what should they do according 
to Paul? 
 
They should do all things “for building up.” These things could include prophecy or 
preaching, hymn singing, a lesson from the Bible and the truth about Jesus, a revelation 
or an application of the truth by the Holy Spirit, a tongue that could be understood with 
an interpretation. If anyone speaks in a tongue without a truthful interpretation, people 
in the church are not built up. In public worship especially, people should be adults in 
their thinking and speaking, and they should avoid doing what outsiders or unbelievers 
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might think is an indication that Christians in worship are out of their minds. Praying 
and praising God should be with the mind also; then, outsiders will not have any good 
reasons to think Christians are out of their minds. Paul’s suggested order of worship 
would help unbelievers feel more comfortable in a worship service than having a tongue 
be the first experience they have at the beginning of Christian worship.   
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