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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion by asking some or all of the 
Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further below. Others may want to send 
the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with their students for further study 
in the coming week to encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for Thinking 
Further below are not actually intended to be the answers to the discussion questions. 
These indeed are “hints” a teacher may use to help students think through and discuss 
the questions in class. 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 
1. What might you think about a person who claimed to be a prophet of God 
that the government locked in a prison? 
 
I might think at first that he was not really a prophet from God. Then, I would think 
about what he said and compare what he said to what the Bible teaches to see if he is 
contradicting the Bible or teaching about God in ways that are not consistent with the 
Bible. I would also think about why the government might want to silence a prophet of 
God by putting him in a prison. I would not assume that because he was in a prison that 
he was not a man of God. Many true followers of God have been mistreated and 
persecuted and imprisoned by worldly leaders; for example Jeremiah, Jesus, and the 
apostles Peter and Paul. 
 
2. How do you think most people would respond to someone if they said 
that God was going to have their enemies defeat their country in battle and 
God would not protect them from their enemies? 
 
They probably would not believe him and think he was part of their enemy’s plotting to 
destroy their country. They would probably be angry and want the government to shut 
the person up in some way. 
 
3. Did King Zedekiah know what Jeremiah was saying about him? What was 
Jeremiah saying about King Zedekiah? 
 
Yes. Jeremiah said that the city would be taken by the Babylonians and King Zedekiah 
would not escape, and he would see the King of Babylon and face-to-face. King Zedekiah 
would be taken to Babylon and as a captive where God would continue to deal with him. 
 
4. Did King Zedekiah repent of his sins? Did the people repent of their sins 
after Jeremiah preached to them? Why did they do what they did? 
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No. He put him in prison. No. Therefore, God had to destroy their city. They did not 
believe Jeremiah or that God would actually destroy their city and their temple. Some of 
them even took Jeremiah captive again. 
 
5. What did Jeremiah say and do to give the people hope? 
 
He bought a field as God told him to do, even though the Babylonians had captured the 
entire country and would soon capture Jerusalem, and he told them that the house of 
Israel would return to their land when God had finished their time of punishment. 
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