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Some Bible study groups or classes can further discussion 
by asking some or all of the Questions for Discussion 
and Thinking Further below. Others may want to send 
the bulletin size International Bible Lesson home with 
their students for further study in the coming week to 
encourage continuing Bible study. The Study Hints for 
Discussion and Thinking Further below are not actually 
intended to be the answers to the discussion questions. 
These indeed are “hints” a teacher may use to help 
students think through and discuss the questions in class. 
The Class Preparation Guide includes the questions 
below, and it can be given to students at the end of the 
previous class so they can pray, read, and think ahead to 
prepare for the next week’s Bible class. 
 

Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 
 

1. Who in the Church were complaining and why? 

What do you know about these groups? 

The Hellenistic Jews were complaining because their 

widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of 

food. The Hellenistic Jews spoke and read Greek and they 
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used the Greek translation of the Old Testament. The 

Hebraic Jews read and spoke Hebrew and they used the 

Hebrew Scriptures. 

2. What did the twelve apostles say were their 

primary responsibilities? Why do you think they 

said this? 

Their primary responsibilities were prayer and ministry of 

the word of God. 

3. How were the first deacons chosen and what 

were the requirements set by the apostles for their 

qualification? 

The first deacons were chosen by Church members. They 

were to be known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom, so 

they could not be new converts to the faith. 

4. How many deacons were chosen? Why do you 

think they chose this number? 

Seven. Seven was considered a perfect number, and there 

could never be a tie vote. 

5. What happened after the apostles prayed and 

laid their hands on these deacons? 

The word of God spread. The number of disciples in 

Jerusalem rapidly increased. A large number of priests 

became obedient to the faith. 
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