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Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further follow the verse-by-
verse International Bible Study Commentary. Study Hints for 
Discussion and Thinking Further will help with class preparation and 
in conducting class discussion: these hints are available on the 
International Bible Study Commentary website along with the 
International Bible Lesson that you may want to read to your class as part 
of your Bible study. You can discuss each week’s commentary and lesson at 
the International Bible Study Forum. 

(John 10:32) Jesus answered them, “I showed you many good 
works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?” 

Jesus did not flee from His accusers; instead, Jesus confronted them with 
the evidence that showed He was the Messiah and the Son of God. Before 
their eyes in Jerusalem the religious leaders had questioned a man, who 
had been ill for 38 years, that Jesus healed. They also knew, had 
interrogated, and had cast out of the synagogue a man born blind that Jesus 
healed. When they persecuted Jesus earlier, in John 5:36, Jesus told them, 
“But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has 
given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf 
that the Father has sent me.” They had reports from many witnesses who 
saw Jesus perform miraculous healings throughout Galilee and Judea. 
Everyone knew that Jesus had gone about doing good works, and His good 
works could only have been done because the Father had empowered Him 
and sent Him as Jesus testified. Notice: Jesus did not say, “I have shown 
you many GREAT works to impress you.” Many people can do great works 
to impress others. King Herod did great and evil works. Only Jesus always 
did and does only GOOD works because He is the divine Son of God.  

https://www.ouosu.com/IBLC/
https://www.ouosu.com/IBLC/
http://www.ouosu.com/IBSForum/
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(John 10:33) The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do 
not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, 
make Yourself out to be God.” 

The Jewish leaders acknowledged that Jesus had done good works. Jesus’ 
good works could only be done by someone God had sent to them. And 
according to Old Testament prophecies, Jesus did the good works they 
expected the Messiah to do; for example, Jesus miraculously fed 5000 
people with a few fish and loaves of bread (see John 6:1-15). Still, they 
would not believe in Jesus. Instead, they charged Jesus with blasphemy 
saying that He was only a human being who was making himself God. Jesus 
did not deny their charge against Him, because Jesus always distinguished 
himself from the Father, and Jesus knew who He was and He called himself 
the Son of God, which would make Him divine. The religious leaders could 
not understand the complexities of Jesus’ claims about himself. They were 
not His sheep. His sheep only understand more about Jesus as they follow 
Him as their Lord and Savior. Since Jesus was and is the divine Son of God, 
shown by His good works and words, Jesus was not guilty of blasphemy. 
Jesus was a human being, but more than a human being. Christian scholars 
acknowledge that Jesus is fully God and fully man. 

(John 10:34) Jesus answered them, “Has it not been written in 
your Law, ‘I SAID, YOU ARE GODS’? 

Jesus referred these leaders to what the Bible teaches, to the Word of God 
written, as their absolute objective authority. In Psalm 82:6, we read, “I say, 
‘You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you.’” Jesus wanted 
everyone to understand that everything He said and did was consistent with 
the Scriptures as the objective truth and the infallible standard for right 
belief and action. When Jesus quoted Psalm 82:6, He also applied the 
meaning to the leaders of the Jewish people and to the leaders who rejected 
Him. In Exodus 4:16, when God spoke to Moses (to whom the word of God 
came) about Aaron, the LORD said, “He indeed shall speak for you to the 
people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall serve as God for 
him.” In Exodus 7:1-2, we read, “The LORD said to Moses, ‘See, I have 
made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your 
prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron 
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shall tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his land.” In the Bible, this 
use of “God” and “gods” is rare, but Jesus could speak of himself as God, as 
the true Messiah and Son of God. By quoting Psalm 82, Jesus could also 
give the religious leaders the warning message that Psalm 82 gives to all 
leaders among all the nations of the earth. In Psalm 82:2, God said, “How 
long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked?” And the 
Psalm concludes, “I say, ‘You are gods, children of the Most High, all of 
you; nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.’ Rise 
up, O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!” (Psalm 82: 6-
8). The Psalm can also be applied to the heavenly council, such as the one 
we read about in chapter 1 in the Book of Job. Psalm 82 probably refers to 
assemblies of leadership in heaven or on earth, because the psalmist wants 
God to judge the earth and all the nations on earth. Notice: in Psalm 82:6, 
“gods” is in lowercase, which ultimately excludes the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, the only three Persons who are the one true God.  

(John 10:35) “If he called them gods, to whom the word of God 
came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 

Here, Jesus made clear that the “gods” He referred to were “those to whom 
the word of God came.” The word of God came to Abraham, Moses, the 
prophets, and other leaders of Israel. Jesus is showing the religious leaders 
and us that many truths in the Bible and the truths He came to share are 
and were beyond their and our immediate understanding. Jesus did 
something similar when He quoted Psalm 110:1 in Matthew 22:43-45, 
referring to himself: “He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right 
hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’”? If David thus calls him 
Lord, how can he be his son?’” The religious leaders could not answer this 
question, but in the power of the Holy Spirit the Apostle Peter understood 
and explained it in Acts 2: 32-35. In considering what Jesus taught about 
Psalm 82:6 and what the Bible teaches about “gods,” it is important for us 
to remember what the Bible says about us as human beings and who we 
are. In Genesis 1:27, we read, “So God created humankind in his image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” Jesus 
always emphasized that the Scriptures could not be annulled or invalidated. 
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The Word of God, the Bible, is true, absolute objective truth that is given to 
us by God and not a compilation of human opinions. Jesus referred these 
religious leaders (and us) back to the Bible as THE standard for truth, for 
our understanding of ultimate reality, for receiving God’s revelation, and 
for learning about the true nature and character of the true God and God’s 
love for us. 

(John 10:36) do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and 
sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am 
the Son of God’? 

Jesus was one of those “to whom the word of God came.” In John 1:1-2 & 
14, we read of Jesus, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. . . And 
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.” Jesus told them that 
they could not justly accuse Him of blasphemy because of what the Bible 
taught and because the Father had sanctified (set Him apart for holy use) 
and sent Him into the world. Jesus is the Son of God in a way consistent 
with, but very distinct from, the “gods” that Jesus referred to in Psalm 82. 
Jesus used the verse in a way that showed leaders from God could be 
referred to in the Bible as “gods” if the word of God had come to them to be 
shared with others, but not as gods to be worshiped as the first of the Ten 
Commandments teaches and forbids in Exodus 20:3, “you shall have no 
other gods before me.” At the same time, religious and nonreligious leaders 
who were considered “gods,” but who were unfaithful leaders (as the 
leaders in Psalm 82 and the leaders who wanted to stone Jesus were) would 
come under the just judgment of God. As the true and only Son of God, 
Jesus rightly accepted and received the worship of those who believed Him. 

(John 10:37) “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not 
believe Me; 

Having quoted the Scriptures, and probably leaving these leaders puzzled, 
Jesus returned to speaking about the works that He was doing. All Jesus’ 
works were GREAT works to those who experienced and saw them, but 
Jesus’ greatest work on earth was His creation of all that exists: “All things 
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came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people” (John 1:3-4). Jesus put the emphasis on His GOOD works. 
Jesus good works were life and light for all people. The works of God the 
Father and the Son of God are always GOOD works. Jesus challenged His 
listeners and us to evaluate the works He was doing. Did Jesus do any 
works that were not good works? The answer is, “No.” Jesus obviously did 
the great and good works of God; therefore, we have good and sufficient 
reasons to believe Him and all He taught about God and himself.  

(John 10:38) but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, 
believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 

Jesus turned their attention to their refusal to believe Him; then, He 
challenged them to believe the works He was doing. They had to conclude 
based on all the evidence they had before them, including the people Jesus 
had healed and fed that Jesus was doing the works of God. Jesus never did 
anything inconsistent with a true work of God. As the beginning of true 
belief in Him, Jesus challenged them to believe the works so that they 
might know and understand that the Father and He worked together in 
perfect unity. The beginning of their believing Him might be the result of 
their first believing His works. Jesus challenged them to begin to 
understand what it meant for Him to say that He is God’s Son. Truly, in a 
way beyond our complete understanding, for it is even difficult to 
completely understand ourselves, Jesus said that the Father is in Him and 
He is in the Father. We try to understand this by saying that the Father and 
Jesus Christ are two persons and the one true God. Though no one except 
God completely understands what Jesus meant, Jesus’ sheep increasingly 
come to know the Father and the Son more fully as they pray to God, study 
the Scriptures, obey Jesus’ teachings, serve God, and worship God. 

(John 10:39) Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him, 
and He eluded their grasp. 

At Jesus’ reply to them, the religious leaders tried to arrest Jesus again, but 
without going into details John simply says that Jesus “escaped from their 
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hands.” In this way, Jesus proved to them what He told them in John 10:18, 
“No one takes it [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it [my life] up again. I 
have received this command from my Father.” It was not Jesus’ time or way 
to die, but Jesus did come to die in God’s way according to the Scriptures 
for the sins of the world. Jesus did not try to escape death. 

(John 10:40) And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the 
place where John was first baptizing, and He was staying there. 

Having completed His work in Jerusalem, Jesus returned to where John 
the Baptist had preached and baptized and where Jesus himself had been 
baptized by John. Jesus remained there and preached until He was called 
back to Jerusalem on a mission of mercy that we read of in John chapter 11. 
Beginning with John chapter 11, Jesus begins to teach His sheep more 
directly and the crowds and religious leaders only indirectly. 

(John 10:41) Many came to Him and were saying, “While John 
performed no sign, yet everything John said about this man was 
true.” 

John the Baptist did no miracles, but he spoke the truth about the coming 
of the Messiah, the Lamb of God. Everything Jesus did fulfilled what John 
the Baptist had said that the Messiah would do. Jesus was the miracle that 
confirmed the truth of what John taught as he prepared the people to 
receive Jesus as Messiah. Therefore, the people had the truth in the Old 
Testament (especially the preaching of the prophets), the truth of John the 
Baptist’s message, and the truth of Jesus’ works and words as good and 
sufficient reasons to believe in Jesus and believe what He taught. 

(John 10:42) Many believed in Him there. 

John concluded this section of His gospel (before Jesus returned to 
Jerusalem where He would be crucified and rise from the dead) with the 
words that “many believed in Him.” They believed He was the Messiah, the 
Son of God, Lamb of God, and the Savior of the world as John’s Gospel 
taught. These believers stand in sharp contrast to the religious leaders. 
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Questions for Discussion and Thinking Further 

1. Why do you think Jesus spoke of doing good works instead of great 
works? 

2. What accusation did the religious leaders make against Jesus? 

3. In John 10:35, who did Jesus say were called “gods”? In your opinion, 
who were some of these people? 

4. What did Jesus say about the Bible (Scripture)? What does that mean 
today? 

5. Why did Jesus tell people to believe the works He did? 
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