
 
 

John 16:23-33 Study Hints for Discussion  

Study Hints for Discussion and Thinking Further  
are not actually intended to be the answers to the 
discussion questions. These indeed are “hints” a teacher 
may use to help students think through and discuss the 
questions in class. The Class Preparation Guide includes 
the questions below, and it can be given to students at the 
end of the previous class; then, they can pray, read, and 
think ahead to prepare for the next week’s Bible lesson. 
And/Or, consider giving each student the Verse-by-Verse 
Scripture Handout, which includes the Bible verses to be 
studied before class and other questions. 

1. Can believers in Jesus Christ pray to the Father? 
Why or why not? 

Yes. Believers in Jesus Christ can ask anything of the 
Father in His name. They can because the Father loves 
them. Believers love Jesus and believe that Jesus came 
from God. 

2. In what two ways did Jesus speak to His 
disciples? Did they easily understand both ways? 
Why or why not? 
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Jesus used figures of speech (NRSV) or He spoke 
figuratively (NASB, NIV) or He spoke in proverbs (KJV). 
Jesus also spoke plainly. No. They told Jesus they could 
understand Him better when He spoke plainly.  

3. Why did the disciples say they believed Jesus 
came from God? 

They said they believed Jesus came from God because they 
knew that He knew all things. Jesus did not need to have 
anyone question Him. 

4. What did Jesus foretell the disciples that they 
would do? What did Jesus say the disciples would 
face in the world? 

Jesus told them that they would be scattered each to their 
own home. He said that they would face persecution in the 
world. 

5. Why did Jesus say what He did to His disciples? 
What did Jesus tell His disciples to do and what 
reason did He give them for doing this? 

Jesus told them what to face so they would have peace in 
Jesus. Jesus told His disciples to take courage. He told 
them to take courage because He had conquered the 
world. 
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