
 
 

John 20:11-18 Study Hints for Discussion  

Study Hints for Discussion and Thinking Further  
are not actually intended to be the answers to the 
discussion questions. These indeed are “hints” a teacher 
may use to help students think through and discuss the 
questions in class. The Class Preparation Guide includes 
the questions below, and it can be given to students at the 
end of the previous class; then, they can pray, read, and 
think ahead to prepare for the next week’s Bible lesson. 
And/Or, consider giving each student the Verse-by-Verse 
Scripture Handout, which includes the Bible verses to be 
studied before class and other questions. 

1. After Peter and John returned home, why do 
you think Mary Magdalene remained weeping at 
Jesus’ tomb? 

I think she wanted to be alone to weep and try to make 
some sense out of the past probably about three years as a 
follower of Jesus. She had been with some other women 
when she went to the tomb, and she had been with John 
and Peter at the tomb, so she probably needed some time 
alone to try to think of a way to locate Jesus’ body. She did 
not expect Jesus to be alive. 

https://www.ouosu.com/IBLC/StudyHints.html
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2. Why do you think Mary was unafraid when she 
saw the two angels dressed in white inside Jesus’ 
tomb? 

John does not tell us whether Mary was afraid or not, 
because he was not there and he had to rely on what she 
told the disciples about her experience, and then he tried 
to write what was important as the Holy Spirit directed 
Him. So, John does not tell us what he does not know with 
certainty or what he thinks unimportant. Also, John saw 
no need to repeat what he knew the other gospels relayed 
about Jesus. Through her tears, Mary probably did not see 
them in their angelic glory but as two men dressed in 
white and sitting in the tomb for some reason. 

3. Why do you think Mary did not recognize Jesus 
but thought he was the gardener? When did she 
recognize Him? 

She did not expect to ever see Jesus alive again, so she 
naturally assumed the person speaking to her was the 
gardener. She was crying. Jesus many have initially hidden 
His true appearance from her as He did when He talked to 
the two on the road to Emmaus. She recognized Jesus by 
the sound of His voice. In John 10, Jesus had said that He 
sheep would recognize His voice and she did as Jesus 
foretold. 
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4. How did Mary address Jesus? Why do you think 
the title she used was important to her, and is 
important to all believers in Jesus? 

“Rabbouni” meant to the Jews “Divine Teacher” (from 
their writings outside the Bible). They exclusively only 
addressed God as “Rabbouni.” They addressed human 
teachers as “Rabbi.” Jesus taught the truth about God and 
heavenly realities. Just as Mary called Jesus her Lord, so 
she saw Jesus as her Rabbouni, the Divine Teacher, the 
Son of God. Jesus is our Divine Teacher and Absolute 
Authority about the Truth, the Truth of God and reality as 
recorded in the Bible and as displayed by God’s creation. 
We hear and obey Jesus’ voice as we read the Bible and 
follow Him. 

5. What reason did Jesus give her for not allowing 
her to hold on to Him? 

Jesus told her that He had not yet ascended to His Father 
and her Father, to His God and her God. She would no 
longer be able to have Him present with her physically 
when she wanted Him with her, for Jesus now had a 
resurrected, glorified human body that was different from 
what she had known. When He gave His Spirit to indwell 
His disciples and followers, He would be closer to them 
(and Mary) than He was before. So, ultimately, she would 
not miss Jesus after the Day of Pentecost for He would be 
with her. 
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