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Jeremiah 38:7-13 Application

1. The Old and New Testaments often show how people who were not
Hebrews or Jews also loved and served the LORD when they learned about
the true God. Ebed-melech the Ethiopian is a good example. When he came
to believe in the LORD, the true God of Jeremiah that he revealed through
his preaching, he did all he could to save Jeremiah’s life and did.

2. The Bible also shows in many ways that despite the preaching of people
like Jeremiah, the other prophets in the Bible, and Jesus himself (all under
the anointing of the Holy Spirit), some people will follow evil instead of the
true God and they will try to stamp out the influence of men and women
loyal to the true God, the truth, and God’s revelation—the Bible.

3. God loves many different people and will sometimes surprise us when he
enables someone to serve Him and others in surprising ways. Jeremiah was
not saved by an important Israelite leader; rather, his rescue began once a
humble servant of the king spoke to the king at the right time about
Jeremiah dying in a cistern—the LORD led them, and they saved Jeremiah.

4. Even old rags and clothes can help some people in different ways in
desperate situations. Those who may think they are the least may be so
because they are humble. God delights in humble people (or those others
may think the least of) because He can enable them to love and serve others
in many situations where no one else can or will.

5. What we think may be a limit to our freedoms to do what we would like
may be the LORD’s way of saving us from many heartaches and for eternity.
God often guards the way of His children as He directs them in the way they
should go. Putting Jeremiah in the court of the guard preserved him from
many evils and prolonged his life. Jesus escaped many efforts to stone Him
to death until it was the LORD’s timing for Him to die for our sins.
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