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Examples to Follow
Ezekiel 33:7-16

“Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn

back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel
32:11—ESV).

The Bible teaches and shows that the LORD takes no pleasure in anyone's death.
In the Bible, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit never expressed pleasure in
the death of anyone, and neither did any of the New Testament writers. When the
LORD told Ezekiel that He had to justly punish Israel, He took no pleasure in the
necessity to do so. Jesus and the Christians in the New Testament also serve as
examples for us (whether we are Christians or not), but surely if we are
Christians, we will never take pleasure in the death of anyone. Jesus even wept
when He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and the death of those who kept
rejecting God. As He died on the cross, He even prayed, “Father forgive them.”

Some of the writers of the Psalms seemed to express pleasure in the death of their
enemies. They expressed their hopes in graphic and shocking ways. The Bible
truly expresses their thoughts as they prayed for God to punish their enemies. If
they did seem to express pleasure at the thought of the LORD punishing their
enemies, they serve as examples for us to avoid, no matter what we might think of
those who have brought suffering to us. When we think of those who probably
took pleasure at the death of Jesus on the cross, they also serve as examples to
avoid. Contrast those who tried to follow Jesus in thought, word, and deed with
those who took pleasure in watching Christians killed in the Roman Colosseum or
who saw them burned alive on crosses to light the city of Rome at night.

Think of today, where many express pleasure, many in obscene ways, in the
deaths of outstanding Christians in the United States who faithfully served Jesus
and others by teaching the truth. Think of the deaths of Christians around the
world who die as martyrs, and how those who kill them celebrate. We can see how
far a culture and world has fallen from God when we see some celebrating the
deaths of others, and many finding that acceptable, while others promote the
deaths of the unborn, the physically and mentally challenged, and the murder of
the elderly and ill. As Christians, we need to pray and set an example as Jesus did.
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