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Heads, Hearts, and Hands
Ezekiel 3:10-11; 24:15-24, 27

“Moreover”, he said to me, “Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you
receive in your heart, and hear with your ears” (Ezekiel 3:10—ESV).

Ezekiel discovered by personal experience that even though he spoke the words
of God and acted out their meaning as God enabled him, the people would not
listen to him or receive his words in their hearts. They never opened their ears
to hear the words of God or think about God’s words seriously in their heads.
They never let God’s word near their hearts. To receive God's words in your
heart means to believe in them so fervently that you turn from sin and turn
back to God — to obey God devotedly without reservation. To obey God
devotedly, we use our hands (and mouths and feet) to express our supreme love
for God and love for others as we love ourselves. If we so make the resolve to
quit living for ourselves, or self-centeredly, and begin living for God and
obeying God, God will help us every step of the way.

When Jesus came, he knew of the rejection and suffering Ezekiel had
experienced. Of course, as the Word of God, Jesus was personally involved in
Ezekiel's life throughout his ministry before Jesus, the Word of God, became
flesh and dwelt among us. He knew well in advance how He would be treated
but Jesus came anyway. He came as the Lamb of God to save His people from
their sins, but just as Ezekiel experienced, most of God's people refused to
believe in Him or receive Him as their Lord and Savior. And just as Ezekiel had
warned that the LORD would destroy their temple because of their
disobedience, so the Lord Jesus warned His people, but most refused to repent,
so God destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD. The Word of God, Jesus,
spoke God's words and demonstrated their meaning by all He did. Thankfully,
after Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead, many of God's people,
Jews and Gentiles, began to obey Him with their heads, their hearts, and their
hands (and mouths and feet). Memorize John 1:12, “To all who did receive him,
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”
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