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Words That Encourage Us
Ezekiel 47:1—9, 12

“And on the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees
for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, but they will bear
fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary.
Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing” (Ezekiel 47:12—ESV).

We can consider this prophecy in Ezekiel in three or more dimensions. First,
when the Lord recreates the heavens and the earth and makes all things new, His
children will always have all their needs met and they will enjoy the beauty of
nature, of trees and rivers, of animals, fish, and sea creatures, and a world beyond
imagination. Unlike our fallen world, they will have plenty of fresh food in
abundance. They will not need to fear injury, sickness, or death. The Bible
promises so much more than this, so we can only imagine.

Second, in this world, the followers of Jesus might think of the river as the Holy
Spirit, the One Jesus gives to all who believe in Him and receive Him as their
Lord and Savior. Their spiritual lives change and their former way of living
changes. They no longer live primarily for themselves, but they begin living for
Jesus and showing concern for others. Jesus cleanses them from sin and frees
from slavery to sin, though they will not live perfectly or without mistakes in this
world. The Lord Jesus will abide (live and stay) within them, because their bodies
are the temple or the sanctuary of the Lord, and the Holy Spirit within them will
reach out to others in love and truth. The Lord meets all their spiritual needs, no
matter their situation in this world, and His meeting their needs is a foretaste of
what the Lord has promised in the new heaven and earth that will come.

Third, believers know the Holy Spirit is working in them and giving them His gifts
and giving them His fruit so that they can be a blessing to others, sometimes
helping them meet their physical needs, and perhaps more often helping them
find new life by God's grace as they come to faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior. Certainly, Ezekiel's prophecy can inspire us to love, praise, and thank God
for His wonderful love for us that meets our most important and real needs in this
world and will also bless us abundantly in the world to come that He will bring.
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