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Praying Through
Jeremiah 31:29—-34; John 1:17

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You for giving us the Bible. Your Holy
Word corrects many sayings, old and new, that many take for granted that
are not true. We thank You for treating us with perfect and infinite grace,
mercy, and justice. We thank You that we are not judged guilty because of
the sins of others. Yet, we also acknowledge that we have sinned many
times in thought, word, and deed. We know that if it were not for Your
grace and mercy that we would live daily as condemned criminals. Instead,
because You made a new covenant with us through the gift of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, we can live daily as justly forgiven children of God. We are
only justly forgiven because Your only begotten Son died a sacrificial death
on the cross as our substitute, in place of the eternal condemnation we
deserve. Your infinite grace and mercy remain beyond our comprehension,
but not beyond our ability to praise and thank You for Your redeeming
work in our behalf. As the Gospel of John reminds us, those who become
children of God are born of God; furthermore, they have received Jesus
Christ as He has been revealed in the Bible as Lord and Savior. Father, we
earnestly desire to receive more of Your presence and His presence in our
lives, truly living within us. Today, all Your children believe in the Name of
Jesus, and we earnestly seek to understand You and Jesus better so we can
believe more fervently in You and Him as we study the Bible and practice
what we learn. Father, the grace and truth that come to us through Jesus
Christ is truly beyond our total comprehension, but we can comprehend
enough to place our loving trust in Him and You. More than just
intellectual belief, through our faith in You we thank You that Jesus Christ
and You live in us who believe in Him. Our love for and belief in Him move
us to obey His commandments. We know from the Bible and experience
that Jesus guides us daily by the Holy Spirit, and He enables us to love You
and others in specific ways that make a difference in us and others.
Thankfully, Jesus did not abolish the moral law that You gave us, The Law
of Love, that enables and guides us to love others as You love within us—
showing us the way, the truth, and the life. If we stray from Your will, we
know and thank You for preserving the Bible for us. Your written Word will
help us find our way back to You. Help us so pray, think, and act that Your
will may be done by us and through us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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