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 “After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram 
in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward” (Genesis 15:1—KJV). 

 “After this, Abram had a vision and heard the LORD say to 
him, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I will shield you from danger and 
give you a great reward’” (Genesis 15:1—GNB). 

 “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great’” (Genesis 15:1—NRSV). 

 God communicates with His people in ways best suited to 
meet their needs and situation. Abram probably knew many of the 
facts that we know from the first eleven chapters of Genesis, because 
his ancestors handed these truths down to their descendants. In 
addition to knowing about God from their testimony, because of his 
previous experiences with God, Abram recognized God when He 
spoke to him in visions. Compared to what we can learn about God 
from the Bible, Abram’s knowledge could have been very small. For 
example, Abram did not have the Psalms; therefore, to comfort and 
encourage Abram, God needed to speak to him in visions. Abram’s 
visions taught him, and eventually millions of people, more about 
God and the various ways He helps people. 

 When the LORD spoke to Abram, He told him not to be 
afraid. Before this vision, Abram feared Pharaoh and he acted 
unwisely (see Genesis 12:10-20). Abram had to learn by experience to 
keep trusting in God’s promise, “I am your shield,” for when he later 
feared Abimelech and chose unwisely, God acted as his shield and 
saved Abimelech from sinning against Abram and his family (see 
Genesis 20:1-18). 

 From their study of the Bible, believers know that the LORD 
himself acts as their shield, the same as God acted as the shield for 
Abraham and Sarah. God actually surrounds His followers with His 
almighty, loving presence. Therefore, all who share the faith of 
Abraham know that their everlasting relationship with God is the 
greatest reward they can receive for their faithfulness to God. 
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Thinking Further 
 

1. What is the difference between God being your shield and God providing 
you with a shield? Which would you prefer? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What shield are believers supposed to take? Why do believers need this 
shield in addition to the protection God provides? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What reward did God promise Abram? Compare different translations of 
Genesis 15:1 (see especially the King James Version) for your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What did God say would happen to some of Abram’s descendants? How 
might their knowing this have helped them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What did God say would happen to Abram? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the verse by verse commentary on this lesson at the BibleLessonForum.com. 
See the recommended study and worship resources at SmallChurchResources.com. 


