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 “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but 
the greatest of these is charity” (1 Corinthians 13:13—KJV). 

 “Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and love; 
and the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13—GNB). 

 “And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and 
the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13—NRSV). 

 Faith is “the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). To approach 
God, we must “believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him” (Hebrews 11:1, 6). The Bible teaches that faith in 
God can bring lasting happiness, but learning that we have lived 
disobedient to God and displeasing to others and ourselves can 
give us endless sorrow. Understanding that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to solve the problems our sins have created can 
give us hope. Accepting the way to eternal happiness that God 
provided for those who trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
can fill us with love for God the Father, love for Jesus, love for 
those who shared the good news of saving faith with us, love for 
those who teach us the Scriptures, love for those who encourage 
us, love for those the Holy Spirit leads us to serve according to 
the will of God, love for our friends and enemies. 
 Faith in God inspires us to trust God daily with the hope 
that we will receive what we cannot yet see; that is, what God 
has planned and prepared for those who love Him. When we 
meditate on how much our loving God sacrificed to justly 
uphold the laws of behavior upon which human happiness 
depends, so God could mercifully forgive us for our sins and 
empower us to live rightly, we cannot help but respond with 
love for God and grow more in love with God. No wonder Paul 
declared that faith, hope, and love abide, and love is the 
greatest of the three. — © Copyright 2012 L.G. Parkhurst, Jr. 
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