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“Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and
John” (Acts 8:14—KJV).

“The apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria
had received the word of God, so they sent Peter and John to them”
(Acts 8:14—GNB).

“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them” (Acts
8:14—NRSV).

When Jesus and His apostles passed through Samaria, they
preached the good news of the kingdom of God. Jesus even revealed
to the Samaritan woman at the well and to her townspeople that He
was the Messiah (see John 4:4-42). Perhaps some of the Samaritans
who had believed in Jesus ceased to accept Him as the Messiah when
they learned that He had been crucified outside the city gates of
Jerusalem.

After the murder of Stephen and the persecution of the church
began, the deacon Philip fled to Samaria where he proclaimed “the
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ”
(Acts 8:12). When the apostles in Jerusalem learned that many
Samaritans were believing in Jesus and being baptized, they sent two
witnesses and church leaders, Peter and John, to verify the reports.
The apostles confirmed the reports and the effective preaching of
Philip. Because Philip had only baptized “in the name of the Lord
Jesus,” the apostles laid hands on the believers and they received the
Holy Spirit (Acts 8:15-17). The gift of the Holy Spirit confirmed that
the Samaritans had believed in their hearts the truth about Jesus. The
apostles also discovered that they needed to teach all who preached
the word of God to baptize as Jesus’ commanded them, “in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).
As they returned to Jerusalem, the apostles preached in many
Samaritan villages; thus, they fulfilled the prophecy of Jesus that His
followers would be “witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria” (Acts 1:8). — © Copyright 2012 L.G. Parkhurst, Jr.
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Thinking Further

1. In what ways did the people honor Simon?

2. In what ways did Philip get the attention of the crowd and how did
the crowd respond to Philip?

3. What does it seem Simon intended to achieve with his magic and
teaching?

4. Simon believed the preaching of Philip and was baptized. What did
Simon fail to do?

5. If someone in your congregation said he believed in Jesus and was
baptized and was saved, but it was obvious that his heart was not
right with God and others, and he was bound in the chains of
wickedness, how might you use the teaching about Simon as an
example to help this person?

Read the verse by verse commentary on this lesson at the BibleLessonForum.com.
See the recommended study and worship resources at SmallChurchResources.com.




