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 “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Luke 1:46-
47—KJV). 
 
 “And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior’” (Luke 1:46-47—
NRSV). 
 
 The Holy Spirit inspired Elizabeth, the mother of 
John the Baptist, to ask Mary, “Why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?” (Luke 
1:43). Through her inspired question, the Holy Spirit 
revealed to Elizabeth that the child within Mary was her 
Lord. Mary’s first words to Elizabeth were, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord;” the child within her, Jesus the 
Messiah, was Mary’s Lord too and worthy of adoration. 
Mary magnified the Lord by proclaiming truths about God 
that would enable Elizabeth and all who would hear or 
read her words to see more clearly and understand with 
greater detail how God, the Mighty One, the holy and 
merciful God, would work in the world to bless and save 
people. 

 When Mary magnified the Lord, the first fact she 
revealed was how her spirit rejoiced “in God my Savior.” 
Though she did not know exactly how God would work in 
the world, she knew that in some way her child Jesus 
would grow up and be involved in saving her and all of His 
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people. She knew that God her Savior would work in and 
through her Son because the angel Gabriel had said that 
her son would be the “Son of God” (Luke 1:35). An angel of 
the Lord had also told Joseph that Jesus would “save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). In the days and 
years ahead, Mary would learn more from others and from 
Jesus himself about Jesus and how He would accomplish 
God’s saving work. As her Savior, Mary would follow Jesus 
to His cross and see Him raised from the dead. 
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You may be reprint or reproduce this International Bible 
Lesson for not-for-profit use. 
 
More Uniform Bible Lessons are available at 
InternationalBibleLessons.org. 
Read the verse by verse International Bible Lessons 
Commentary at: InternationalBibleLessons.com.  See the 
recommended study and worship resources at 
SmallChurchResources.com. 
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Thinking Further 
 

1. What truths in Luke 1:46-56 have been magnified for 
you as you have studied this lesson so you understand 
these truths of God better? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. When someone first realizes that God is their Savior 
through Jesus, what new reasons do they have for 
rejoicing in God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. When someone has followed Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior for a long time, what additional reasons might they 
have from experience for rejoicing in God? 
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4. What type of person does Mary say God will be merciful 
toward? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What are some of the actions God will take to help those 
He will be merciful toward? 
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