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 “He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9—NIV). 
 
 Some of the Jewish believers in the early church 

thought people became Christians by believing Jesus is the 

Messiah and by also obeying the law of Moses. However, 

Peter, Paul, Barnabas, and the early church leaders 

learned from the Holy Spirit, their experiences, and the 

Old Testament Scriptures that believers are not required 

to keep the Jewish customs in order to be saved. As a 

Gentile who attended synagogue services, Cornelius 

sought salvation. By grace, God sent an angel to him and 

told him to send for Peter. By grace, Peter had a vision that 

told him to go and speak to Cornelius. By grace, as Peter 

spoke, God saw into the hearts of Cornelius, his family, 

and his friends and God sent the Holy Spirit to indwell 

them in a way that resembled the Day of Pentecost. By 

grace, God purified their hearts by faith, cleansed their 

consciences, freed them from slavery to Satan and sin, and 
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granted them the gift of eternal life. By grace, God led and 

empowered them to obey the Lord Jesus who had saved 

them. Just as Peter had experienced, when Paul and 

Barnabas preached the good news of Jesus on their first 

missionary journey, they soon discovered that Jesus was 

saving many Gentiles who were not also obeying the 

customs of the Jews. After a Council meeting in Jerusalem, 

the church unanimously agreed that “it is through the 

grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved” (Acts 15:11). 

Later, Paul wrote, “For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God” (Ephesians 2:8). — L.G. Parkhurst, Jr. 

— E-mail: lgp@InternationalBibleLessons.org : You may 

be reprint or reproduce this International Bible Lesson 

for not-for-profit use. More Uniform Bible Lessons are 

available at InternationalBibleLessons.org. Read the verse 

by verse International Bible Lessons Commentary at: 

InternationalBibleLessons.com.   
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Thinking Further 

1. What ideas did the opponents of Paul and Barnabas 
insist the Church adopt? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why was it important for Peter, Paul, and Barnabas to 
tell “how” the Gentiles had been converted? 

 

 

 

 

3. What two groups of leaders composed the Council in 
Jerusalem? How were these two groups selected? How 
might the experiences of these groups differ to benefit the 
Council’s decisions? 
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4. Who made the choice that the Gentiles would hear the 
good news of Jesus and believe and be saved? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What evidences did Peter, Paul, Barnabas, and James 
give that led to a unanimous decision in favor of the good 
news of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ? 
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