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 “The LORD within her is righteous; he does no wrong. Morning by morning he 

dispenses his justice, and every new day he does not fail, yet the unrighteous know no 

shame” (Zephaniah 3:5). 

 Zephaniah lived and preached in Jerusalem, a city similar to many cities today. 

He condemned the city’s leaders as oppressors and the people as rebellious. Because 

these city dwellers did not trust in God or draw near to God, they had degenerated to the 

level that leaders and citizens obeyed no one, nor would they accept correction from God 

or those who sought to promote justice and righteousness. He compared city leaders to 

roaring lions and evening wolves who devoured all they could from those under them. 

He condemned religious leaders as unprincipled and treacherous; furthermore, they 

twisted the law to satisfy their lusts and selfish interests. Imagine living in a city similar 

to Jerusalem in Zephaniah’s day! Yet, in spite of living in such an unjust and 

unrighteous place, that must have deeply grieved those who trusted in God and sought 

to live close to God, Zephaniah gave believers the assurance that despite all appearances 

God is righteous and He dwelt in the city. Though people might wrong one another, God 

does no wrong. Though people may not see into the spiritual dimension, each day God 

dispensed His justice in the city and He would not fail, even though the unrighteous 

were not ashamed of their behavior. Eventually, God had to destroy Jerusalem because 

the vast majority in the city “were still eager to act corruptly in all they did” (Zephaniah 

3:7). Someday, every city that behaves similar to Jerusalem in Zephaniah’s day will also 

be destroyed, but those who repent and trust in God will be saved. 
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Thinking Further 

1. What do you think it would be like to live in a city today similar to Jerusalem as 

described by Zephaniah? 

 

 

 

 2. What do you think it would be like to live in a city today where almost all the 

ministers in most of the churches denied the Bible was true, ignored the teachings of 

Jesus, and were unprincipled, treacherous and similar to the prophets and priests as 

described by Zephaniah? 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think the unrighteous in Jerusalem ignored God and the preaching of 

Zephaniah? 

 

 

 

4. Consider the city or town where you live, can you believe that God is righteous within 

the city or town where you live? 

 

 

 

5. When you think about what you see on television or read in the news, do you see 

examples of some people who are “eager to act corruptly in all they do”? Without Jesus 

Christ as your Lord and Savior in your life, how might you act? 


