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Acts 6:1-8 

 “Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among 
you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We 
will turn this responsibility over to them” (Acts 6:3). 

 The Church can avoid choosing the wrong leaders. As the 
New Testament Church grew, more leaders were needed; 
therefore, the Twelve Apostles set the standards the Church 
should use when choosing leaders. These standards relate to 
qualities of character that are too often overlooked today by many 
in our world. First, the Apostles said the Church’s new leaders 
should be known to have a good reputation and it takes time for 
someone to demonstrate in the Church that they are a good 
person. Second, they should demonstrate that they are full of the 
Spirit. To be full of the Spirit means they demonstrate the fruit of 
the Spirit in their relationships with others. In many noticeable 
ways, they show forth: “love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 
5:22-23). Third, they are full of wisdom. Wisdom has been defined 
as “the application of experience, knowledge, and good 
judgment.” Christian wisdom can be defined as the responsible 
and right application of the Bible’s teachings which is given by the 
Holy Spirit. Stephen, one of the first seven new leaders chosen, 
became the first Christian martyr. Stephen had these qualities and 
in addition the Bible says he was “a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5). To be “full of faith” means to believe in, 
live according to, and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, as revealed in the Bible. Stephen demonstrated this faith 
when he preached to the chief priests and Sanhedrin from the Old 
Testament and proved Jesus is the Messiah. 

Thinking Further 

1. Who in the Church were complaining and why? What do 

you know about these groups? 

 

 

2. What did the twelve apostles say were their primary 

responsibilities? Why do you think they said this? 

 

 

3. How were the first deacons chosen and what were the 

requirements set by the apostles for their qualification? 

 

 

4. How many deacons were chosen? Why do you think they 

chose this number? 

 

 

5. What happened after the apostles prayed and laid their 

hands on these deacons? 
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