
 
 

Designed to Reign Over the Earth 
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 Genesis 1:26-31; 2:4-7 

“Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 

being” (Genesis 2:7). 

 When God created the animals, He spoke, and the earth brought forth 

living creatures of every kind (Genesis 1:24). God created the creatures of the 

land, sea, and air with various abilities, and they all were to breathe, eat, and 

increase in number. When God created the first man, God made a new 

beginning. Rather than speak man’s creation into existence, as He had 

everything else He created, God took the dust of the ground that He had created 

previously and personally formed the dust into the shape of the first man, a 

shape God made in His own image. Then, God created man in His image from 

the inside out by personally breathing the breath of life into him. The Book of 

Genesis implies that the breath of life coming directly from God to man was far 

different from the ordinary air that people, animals, birds, and fish would 

breathe to physically live; for God gave people abilities similar to His; abilities 

that would enable people to “rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 

sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 

moved along the ground” (Genesis 1:26). God gave people abilities that include, 

and are not limited to, the ability to think, feel emotions, make decisions and 

judgments, obey God, and love God and others. God gave people all the abilities 

they would need to rule over creation under God’s Sovereign Lordship. When 

people obey God as their Lord, they represent God’s wise rule over the earth.  

  



 
Thinking Further 

 

1. Why did God create people in the image and likeness of God? 

 

 

2. What abilities or qualities do you think God gave people? 

 

 

3. What were animals and people to eat on the earth? Why do you think God 

gave them this food? 

 

 

4. On the sixth day, how did God describe everything He had created? Why 

might this be important for people to know? 

 

 

5. Name at least two ways the first man differed from the animals. 

 

 

 

 

Begin or close your class by reading the short weekly International Bible Lesson. 

Read the International Bible Lessons Commentary on this International Bible Lesson. 

Visit the International Bible Lessons Forum for Teachers and Students. 

— © Copyright 2018 by L.G. Parkhurst, Jr. Permission Granted for Not for Profit Use. 

Contact: P.O. Box 1052, Edmond, Oklahoma, 73083-1052 and lgp@theiblf.com. 

http://www.ouosu.com/IBLC/
http://www.ouosu.com/biblelessonforum/
mailto:lgp@theiblf.com

