
 
 

Good News for Believers in Jesus  
John 7:37-44 

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not 
yet glorified) (John 7:38-39—KJV). 

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, “From his 
innermost being will flow rivers of living water.” But this He 
spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to 
receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified (John 7:38-39—NASB). 

Let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in 
him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified (John 7:38-39—NRSV). 

The Bible gives us good news. Believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ have received the Holy Spirit, the Person who indwells 
their hearts. How do we know this? John tells us that we know 
this because Jesus has been glorified. Jesus and the Bible 
speak of how believers receive the benefits of Jesus being 
glorified. First, the Father glorified Jesus when Jesus died on 
the cross as the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Because of Jesus’ 
death, those who have turned from practicing sin to faith in 
Jesus have assurance that their sins do not separate them 



 

from God. God cleans and keeps clean believers in Jesus. 
Second, the Father glorified Jesus when Jesus rose from the 
dead. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, those who have received 
Jesus as Lord and Savior have the assurance that if they die 
they will go to be with Jesus until He raises them from the 
dead and gives them new bodies that will never again become 
sick or die. Third, the Father glorified Jesus when Jesus 
ascended into heaven. From heaven, Jesus sent and sends the 
Holy Spirit to live within believers and fill them with the 
presence of God. Therefore, believers can enjoy and express to 
others love, joy, peace, and other fruits of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit within believers prays for them and Jesus in 
heaven prays for them; therefore, all things will work for the 
good of them. 

Thinking Further 

1. In what way was Jesus’ teaching in the temple similar to 
what He taught the Samaritans? 

2. What are two conditions that Jesus told people they must 
fulfill in order to have their spiritual needs met? 

3. What will happen to the person who fulfills these two 
conditions? 

4. Do you think John thought the Spirit existed before Jesus 
was glorified? Give a reason for your answer. 

5. List four ideas that those in the crowd had about Jesus. 
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