
 
How to Know the Voice of Jesus 

John 10:1-10 

To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 
he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out 
(John 10:3—KJV). 

To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out 
(John 9:35—NASB). 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out 
(John 10:3—NRSV). 

In His parable, Jesus Christ compared His followers to sheep. 
He compared His Heavenly Father to the Gatekeeper of the 
sheep’s shelter. He compared himself to the Gate for the 
shelter and to the Good Shepherd who would lead His sheep 
into and out of the shelter. Working together, Jesus said the 
way into the shelter of God is through himself, the Gate; God 
the Father, the Gatekeeper, will open and shut the gate. For 
His sheep to enter, they must follow the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ, and come through the Gate, Jesus Christ. Jesus 
emphasized that He knows His sheep and calls them by name. 
Furthermore, His sheep know His voice and follow Him. 
Because they know His voice, when He calls them, He leads 
them out of the protective sheepfold and to pasture in a 
hostile world where they will face thieves, robbers, and 
wolves. In this world and forever, Jesus’ sheep totally depend 
on Him to meet all their needs (lead them to pasture). They 
also totally depend on Him to protect them in every way He 
wisely can out in the world and lead them back into the 
eternal shelter of God. For their part, Jesus expects His sheep 
to learn His voice, listen to Him, and follow Him so they will 

 

know to run away from strangers who would rob, kill, or 
destroy them. To learn His voice, Jesus’ sheep prayerfully read 
and study the Bible, which enables them to know Jesus’ 
teachings so well that they know what He would and would 
never teach or ask them to do.  

Thinking Further 

1. Why do you think “thieves and bandits” is a good description 
of false messiahs, false prophets, false teachers, and false 
religious leaders? 

 

2. As the sheep of God, what are some things we can do so we 
do not get tricked into listening to religious, spiritual, or 
psychological “thieves and bandits”? 

 

3. What are some things God has done and does for His sheep 
to keep them safe? 

 

4. Why does Jesus speak so pointedly of there being only one 
gate, only one flock of sheep, and only one good shepherd? 

 

5. What does a thief do and what does Jesus do? 
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