
 

Praying Through John 11:47-57 

Dear Lord Jesus, we praise, honor, and thank You for the teachings, signs, 
and works that You gave the world so those with ears to hear and eyes to 
see might come to believe that You are the Son of God and the Savior of the 
world. We glorify Your Name because You humbled yourself to the point of 
walking dusty roads and suffering and dying on a cross at the hands of 
sinners for sinners. Indeed, You came and humbled yourself because You 
planned to offer Your life and death as a sacrifice for our sins—that 
believers in You might repent of their sins, receive the loving, just, and 
merciful forgiveness of God, receive the cleansing from all sin through Your 
shed blood, and inherit the gift of eternal life as children of God. We pray 
amazed when we think of those who despite all the evidence refused to 
believe in You as the Messiah promised by God. It seems the more signs 
You gave the more some hardened their hearts against You to the point that 
they wanted to kill You. Thank You for humbling yourself to the point that 
You became willing to be mocked and crucified and buried in a grave to rise 
again and prove that death had no power over You. To save our souls and 
make our resurrection from the dead possible, You conquered death, rose 
from the dead, and ascended into heaven that You might sit at the right 
hand of the Father and give the Holy Spirit to the children of God that He 
might be their indwelling Guide, Comforter, and Helper to live pleasing to 
You until You come again. Please give us the faith we need to live 
courageously for You in these days of trial. In Your Name we pray. Amen. 

Please Note: I first learned about “Praying Through the Bible” from Edith Schaeffer, 
the wife of Francis Schaeffer.  You might like to close your class with the above prayer as 
a way of beginning to teach your class how they too can pray through the Bible. First, 
you might like to teach your class how to pray through the Verse-by-verse Scripture 
Handout each week. [Perhaps some of them would learn how to pray through portions 
of the Bible during their daily Bible reading and quiet time.] Second, a week in advance, 
perhaps some of your students would like to write their own “Prayer Through the Bible” 
using the Verse-by-verse Scripture Handout and read their prayer at the close of class. 
Third, eventually, your students will be able to pray through the Bible without needing 
to write their prayer in advance before they pray at the end of class. If you would like to 
learn more about prayer from Edith Schaeffer, read How God Teaches Us to Pray: 
Lessons from the Lives of Francis and Edith Schaeffer, Kindle Edition, by L.G. 
Parkhurst, Jr.  
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