
 
 

The Epitome of True Love 
John 13:31-38 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another 
(John 13:34—KJV). 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another (John 13:34—NASB). 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another 
(John 13:34—NRSV). 

After Jesus had shown His disciples how much He loved them, 
and after Jesus had loved them perfectly for three years, Jesus 
gave them a new commandment. When Jesus gave His 
disciples this new commandment, He also expected them to 
love the LORD their God with all their heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, and to love their neighbors as themselves. 
Unhappily, we all love ourselves imperfectly and this affects 
how we love others. Jesus made His way of loving the perfect 
standard for Christian love. Jesus said that those who believe 
in Him needed to love their fellow believers as He loved all 
those who believe in Him. Jesus said that everyone should 
recognize Christians by the way they love one another. 
Christians love one another differently from the way they love 
others. For example, Jesus loved everyone, including the ones 
who 



 

wanted to kill Him or betray Him. He wanted what was best 
for everyone, so He told everyone the truth about God, the 
world, and how His Father loved them so much that He sent 
His Son to help people overcome their self-destructive 
tendencies and ways. Christians love others when they share 
this good news about God’s love in Jesus for everyone. When 
the followers of Jesus maintain a common faith in Jesus and 
the Bible, they love one another. They praise God and share 
their God-given joy and love with their fellow believers. 
Christian love enables Christians to feel heartfelt happiness 
when they gather to worship and work together. When serving 
others, Jesus’ love within Christians draws others into the 
circle of God’s love. 

Thinking Further 

1. If someone glorifies a sport’s star or celebrity, what does 
that mean and how do they do so? 

2. What does it mean to glorify the Father and the Son, and 
how do Christians do so? 

3. What was the new commandment that Jesus gave His 
disciples? In what ways would you consider it “new”? 

4. What is one way people will know if a group of people are 
followers of Jesus Christ? 

5. What did Peter tell Jesus and what did Jesus tell Peter? 
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