
 
Overcoming the Evil One 

1 John 2:7-14 

I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the 
word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one (1 John 
2:14—KJV). 

I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 
beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 
word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one (1 John 2:14—
NASB). 

I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young people, 
because you are strong and the word of God abides in you, and you have 
overcome the evil one (1 John 2:14—NRSV). 

John addressed his readers as “beloved;” those he loved as Jesus Christ loved 
them and him. He wrote to those of all ages and levels of spiritual maturity who 
followed Jesus, and he commended each believer for their spiritual growth. For 
example, a new believer may not know much more than the fact that their 
heavenly Father loves them and has granted them the assurance that their sins 
have been forgiven and they have received the gift of eternal life. Spiritual 
children grow into spiritual young people, and John placed his emphasis on 
them. Knowing that their heavenly Father will protect them, the new follower of 
Jesus Christ can look forward to becoming spiritually strong through the power 
of the Holy Spirit who indwells them. The new follower of Jesus Christ can look 
forward to learning more about Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as they obey the 
commandments and teachings of Jesus Christ that the apostles preached and 
published for people to study. No evil one can take a believer’s relationship with 
the Father and the Son from them, and as they follow Jesus and His teachings, 
they will overcome the evil one. The evil one can be anyone who tempts a 
believer to sin, but particularly the devil who knows about our human 
weaknesses, who will exploit them, and who will try to lead people astray; 
however, by trusting in Jesus, anyone can spiritually overcome the evil one. 



 
Thinking Further 

1. What do you think the commandments were that John referred to? 

 

 

 

2. If a believer in Jesus says, “I am in the light,” what do you think he means? 

 

 

 

3. What can keep a believer in Jesus from stumbling? 

 

 

 

4. What can cause stumbling? 

 

 

 

5. What did John say about young people who were believers in Jesus? 
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