
 

Praying Through 1 John 3:11-17 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for speaking truly to us in the Bible and 
especially through the life and teachings of Your Son and His followers. 
Thank You for teaching and showing us the importance of love for one 
another and others. Thank You for demonstrating Your sacrificial love by 
sending Jesus Christ into the world to suffer and die a sacrificial death at 
the hand of sinners. Thank You for sending Him to die for each one of us 
who trust in Him for we do not deserve to be called Your children—which 
we are by Your grace through our faith in Him. Please help us to never do as 
Cain did, who physically killed his brother Abel, but could never kill him 
spiritually—for Abel did righteous deeds. Please help us to never say or do 
anything that might lead someone away from trusting in the Bible or from 
trusting in You as our Father or from trusting in Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior or from trusting in the Holy Spirit as our Advocate and Helper. 
Please help us avoid and be aware of those who might try to murder us 
mentally and spiritually with lies about the truth and true belief in the Bible 
and the God of the Bible: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. When necessary, 
remind us that the Christian faith is not just a matter of intellectual  beliefs 
or theology. Rather, the Christian faith includes our right belief in the truth 
and our loving behavior toward all based on the truths that we learn from 
the Bible that Jesus demonstrated for us by His teaching the truth to save 
us, by His dying a sacrificial death to forgive us, and by His shedding His 
blood to cleanse us from unrighteousness. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 

Please Note: I first learned about “Praying Through the Bible” from Edith Schaeffer, 
the wife of Francis Schaeffer.  You might like to close your class with the above prayer as 
a way of beginning to teach your class how they too can pray through the Bible. First, 
you might like to teach your class how to pray through the Verse-by-verse Scripture 
Handout each week. [Perhaps some of them would learn how to pray through portions 
of the Bible during their daily Bible reading and quiet time.] Second, a week in advance, 
perhaps some of your students would like to write their own “Prayer Through the Bible” 
using the Verse-by-verse Scripture Handout and read their prayer at the close of class. 
Third, eventually, your students will be able to pray through the Bible without needing 
to write their prayer in advance before they pray at the end of class. If you would like to 
learn more about prayer from Edith Schaeffer, read How God Teaches Us to Pray: 
Lessons from the Lives of Francis and Edith Schaeffer, Kindle Edition, by L.G. 
Parkhurst, Jr.  
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