
 
 

How Christians Live in This World 
1 John 4:13-21 

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world (1 John 4:17—KJV). 

By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of 
judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world (1 John 4:17—NASB). 

Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the 
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world (1 John 4:17—NRSV). 

Perhaps one of the most amazing teachings in John’s first letter relates to the 
type of people the followers of Jesus ought to be and the type of people seen 
among Jesus’ followers. John wrote about what type of person a follower of 
Jesus ought to be “in this world,” not what type of person a follower of Jesus 
ought to be “in heaven.” As the Holy Spirit led him to write, John expected the 
followers of Jesus to be “as Jesus is,” not as Jesus was or as Jesus has become, 
but “as Jesus is” and as Jesus always is. Jesus is the perfect expression of the 
love of God. Everything Jesus said and did before and after He came into this 
world expressed the perfect love of God for everyone. Sometimes Jesus needed 
to give strong warnings to those who refused to live in love, but those who knew 
Jesus knew that Jesus meant His strong warnings to move people to think and 
change and love others as God loved them. Jesus knew that when people loved 
God and others as God loved them that they would be the happiest people “in 
this world.” So, Jesus and John expected those who claimed to follow Jesus to 
truly become “as Jesus is” and become as Jesus is “in this world.” With the help 
of the Holy Spirit, day-by-day Christians can learn how to show forth the perfect 
love of Jesus for everyone “in this world.” When Jesus’ followers live “as Jesus 
is,” they show others how much God loves them. 

 

 

 



 
Thinking Further 

1. How does a follower of Jesus know that God is living within them? 

 

 

 

2. What did John testify to? How could he testify to this truth? 

 

 

 

3. Who does God abide (remain) in? 

 

 

 

4. How did John describe God and how does a believer abide in God? 

 

 

 

5. How are the followers of Jesus to be “in this world”? 
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