How to See Jesus
Mark 12:28-37
“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these”
(Mark 12:30-31—KJV).
“‘AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART,
AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL
YOUR STRENGTH.’ The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
AS YOURSELF.’ There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mark
12:30-31—NASB).
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater
than these” (Mark 12:30-31—NRSV).
When some Greeks found Phillip, they told him, “We wish to see Jesus” (see
John 12:21). Today, increasing numbers of people, both followers of Jesus and
others, are saying, “We wish to see Jesus.” Jesus’ teachings in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John help us see Jesus. If you wish to see Jesus, you will begin seeing
Jesus if you keep on reading.
One day, a scribe went to see Jesus and he recognized the sincerity of Jesus’ as
He answered questions well, so he asked Jesus, “ Which commandment is the
first of all?” (see Mark 12:28-37). In Jesus’ answer, we learn something about
Jesus, and we begin to see Jesus as He is. Jesus said that those who follow the
first commandment will love the Lord their God with all their heart, mind, soul,
and strength. When someone asks what we mean when we say that Jesus lived a
perfect sinless life, we can answer by saying, “Jesus loved the Lord His God with
all His heart, mind, soul and strength.” The four gospels, especially the Gospel
of John, show us Jesus, the Son of God, doing everything He did for people

(including everyone today) because He loved God His Father and He knew that
His Father loved Him. When we see Jesus doing anything during His short time
on Earth and throughout His ministry, we know that He did everything because
He loved His Heavenly Father and wanted to do everything His Father asked
Him to do—even die on a cross as the Savior of the world. “And we have seen
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world” (1
John 4:14).
But wait. You still only see part of Jesus. This is not the total picture that we
need to see. Notice how Jesus also obeyed the second greatest commandment,
for Jesus loved His neighbor as Himself. Think carefully. In following the first
commandment, Jesus loved God; Jesus loved His Father, Himself (Jesus is the
Son of God), and the Holy Spirit. Jesus loved Himself (deservedly so) and in the
second commandment Jesus has told us to love ourselves, in addition to loving
God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. Trying to obey the second
commandment without putting the first commandment first will only lead to a
self-love that is in reality only a selfish self-centeredness, which is a sin that will
lead to increasing lawlessness. Jesus obeyed both commandments; therefore,
His love for God and us was not and is not selfish or self-centered. When Jesus
loved Himself with all His heart, mind, soul, and strength, He also loved and
loves us as He loves Himself. Jesus loves us with all His heart, mind, soul, and
strength, and we see Jesus’ total love in the way Jesus treated everyone He met
and how He met the needs of everyone in every way that He wisely could. See
how Jesus loved. Knowing Peter would deny Him, He still loved Peter and made
him an apostle. Knowing Judas would betray Him, He still loved Judas and felt
sorry for Judas because He knew the consequences of Judas’ betrayal. Knowing
Jerusalem would soon be destroyed by the Romans, Jesus wept for the people
He loved and came to save but who rejected God’s offer of salvation through
faith in Him, God’s Son and Messiah. In the four gospels, we see Jesus loved
(and still loves) everyone with all His heart, mind, soul, and strength because He
died on the cross and rose again to save us from our sins while we still lived in
rebellion against Him, His Father, and the Holy Spirit. Look at Jesus. If you are
a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, He loves you as He loves Himself with all
His heart, mind, soul, and strength. If you have sinned and want to change, look
to Jesus to forgive you, and save you, because Jesus loves you with all His heart,
mind, soul, and strength. Trust in Jesus because Jesus loves you and He came to
save you and give you eternal life. Are you beginning to see Jesus more
completely?

Carefully consider these words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 5:7-11 as you see
our loving Jesus dying on the cross for us, for you, and rising from the dead for
us, for you:
“Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for
a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much
more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be
saved through him from the wrath (our deserved judgement and
punishment) of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even
boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.”
Jesus came and died and rose again so those who believe in, love, and follow
Jesus will not receive the just judgment and punishment of God that they
deserve. If you look to Jesus and see Jesus as He is, you will believe in Jesus,
you will love Jesus, and you will follow Jesus. God knows that in this life, you
will not love and follow Jesus perfectly, but you will strive to obey His
commandments; knowing this, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to live within His
followers to guide and empower them to live in love as God intends according to
the Bible. Listen to Jesus’ words in John 14:15-16, “If you love me, you will keep
my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever.” Do you see? God is love and God sent His Son
to save you from the just punishment you deserve. As followers of Jesus Christ,
we try to obey the Law of Love, these two commandments, the Holy Spirit being
our Helper, that Jesus explained to the scribe. The Apostle John tells us more
about Jesus and His loving presence with His followers in 1 John 4:14-21:
“And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the
Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son
of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that
God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and
God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in
this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection

in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must
love their brothers and sisters also.”
If you truly want to see Jesus and see Jesus better, I suggest that you begin with
the Gospel of John.

Thinking Further
1. In what way did Jesus show that obeying the Law of God was important?

2. Do you think obeying the Law of God is still important for those who say they
follow Jesus?

3. What reason can you give for thinking the scribe who asked about the greatest
commandment might have become a sincere follower of Jesus?

4. Why do you think Jesus answered the scribe directly instead of in a parable?

5. Why do you think Jesus did not give the scribes and Pharisees the answer to
His question?
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