
 
 

James 4:11-17 Study Hints for Discussion 
 

1. How can you not judge as James wrote in James 4:11-12, and 
also do what Jesus said in Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves”? 

We can simply state what the Bible teaches about good and evil, belief and 
unbelief, sin and righteousness, without judging someone based on our 
personal opinions. We can simply pray and speak in ways that we hope will 
lead someone to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. We 
can teach and speak the truth in love as we love our neighbors as ourselves 
and as Jesus Christ has loved us. Based on the Scriptures, we can discern 
false teaching from the teaching that comes from God. In talking to others, 
we can share the truth of the Bible and show where false ideas are wrong 
and why we should not believe in or follow people with false teachings. We 
can pray that false prophets will repent and turn to the truth and true faith 
in God. We can pray that none of God’s people will be harmed by those who 
are as ravenous wolves, and we can avoid and teach others to avoid them. 

2. How should someone make plans, do business, and make 
money? 

With prayer to the Lord Jesus for His guidance and protection, with 
complete submission to Him and His will in all things. In every plan, we ask 
the Lord to show us His will, while we show the Lord our commitment to do 
His will. We make plans and do business with the understanding that we 
love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and that 
in all our business dealings and efforts to make money we love our neighbor 
as ourselves (being just and fair to all concerned). Rather than love money 
or make our supreme goal the making of money, we make our supreme 
goal serving God and serving others in our all our business dealings. We 
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can pray that we are good examples of a Christian business person in all our 
dealings and consider the will of God supremely in making all our plans. 

3. What did James say we should think about when we make 
plans to do something in the future? 

We should think about submitting our lives and wills to God’s will, because 
God is the Supreme Ruler over all creation and our lives are in His hands. 
When making plans, we should always think about and pray and wish only 
that God’s will be done. We should think about and pray to know the will of 
God and ask God for the power and wisdom to do His will. 

4. How can we remind ourselves to always say, “If the Lord 
wishes, we will live and do this or that”? 

We can remember that our lives are short, as a mist that vanishes, and 
consider the consequences should our lives be shortened or changed. 

5. How might you encourage and help someone who tells you, “I 
know the right things to do but I  fail to do them. I commit sins”? 

Remind them of the Good News of Jesus Christ, who gave His life to forgive 
them for all their sins, to cleanse them from all unrighteousness, and to give 
them eternal life because He loves them and has made them children of 
God by grace through faith in Him. You can always turn to the Bible and 
remind them of all God’s precious promises, such as, 1 John 1:7-9, “But if 
we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
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