International Bible Lesson

International Bible Study Commentary
L.G. Parkhurst, Jr.

God’s Gifts of Grace and Peace
Romans 1:1-15

To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:7—KJV).

To all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:7—NASB).

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:7—NRSV).

Paul’s letters make it possible for people to learn more about
our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and their
many gifts to us. Two of the most wonderful gifts every
follower of Jesus Christ receives are grace and peace. With the
help of the Holy Spirit, as we learn the truth about God’s
wonderful love for us through the Bible’s teachings, we turn
toward Jesus until we have completely turned about to trust
and follow Him. The grace of God enables us to do this
because we do not deserve God’s love, forgiveness, cleansing
from sin, and the power to do the will of God forever. Because
we have received these additional gifts of grace from God, we
have also received the gift of peace that flows from them. Our
faith in Jesus Christ transforms our minds and hearts, and we
find that through our obedience we have peace with God. We
no longer consider God our enemy. Our Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ have become our Friends. As we love and obey
God, we also find that for the first time we are no longer at
war within ourselves or constantly doing what we know we
should not do. By grace, we also begin to look for ways to
make peace with others or be at peace with others.

Eventually, God’s grace has so changed us that we truly live as
God has called us to live. We truly become what God has called
us to be “saints.” We truly become those God has set apart to
love God and others according to His will. As saints, God has
set us apart and helps us share the grace and peace of Jesus in
ways that others also come to love and trust in Jesus as their
Lord and Savior.

Thinking Further

1. First and foremost, how do we identify or describe
ourselves?

2. What did Paul say about Jesus?

3. What did Paul say the followers of Jesus have received
from Jesus?

4. For what did Paul give thanks? For what do believers
today give thanks?

5. How do you think Paul spent his free time as he waited
to go to Rome?
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