How is God Just and the Justifier?
Romans 3:21-31
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus (Romans 3:26—KJV).
For the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that
He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Romans
3:26—NASB).
It was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus (Romans 3:26—NRSV).
Jesus Christ perfectly demonstrated the righteousness of God—that everything
God does is right. By His words and works, Jesus showed that everything God
has done, does, and ever will do is truthful, loving, and ethical. Therefore, those
who have faith in Jesus know that even though they may not always understand
everything in the Bible or God’s reasons for everything, that what God has done
and will do is always righteous and best for everyone concerned. Jesus Christ
died as an acceptable sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins, and by doing so God
the Father and God the Son were just. God is love; therefore, God treated Noah,
Abraham, Moses, and all who had faith in God as righteous because He planned
to send Jesus to die for their sins. Because Jesus Christ died and rose again from
the dead, God is just and the justifier when God considers and makes right
everyone who comes to faith in Jesus. As the justifier, God does what is legal,
just, right, and reasonable when God forgives the sins of those who turn from
their sins and trust in Jesus for their salvation. Through His life and death,
Jesus did all that was necessary to show God was right in everything He did to
make a way for sinners to be made clean and whole again through faith in Jesus.
In Romans 3:30, Paul wrote that God’s extends the offer of forgiveness to
everyone: “Since God is one, he will justify the circumcised on the ground of
faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith.”

Thinking Further
1. What are some of the ways God reveals His righteousness?

2. What is another way to refer to or define the Law of God or the moral law?

3. In addition to revealing His Law in the Bible, why did God need to send Jesus
Christ into the world?

4. Why do you think God either needed to punish sinners or send Jesus, His
Son, to die in order to forgive sinners?

5. How important is faith in Jesus?
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